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The purpose of this research is to study the status and role of the female
characters in Kingchat’s novels, the attitude of female readers towards the
status and role of such characters, and to make an analysis of Kingchat’s
attitude and motives in creating the status and role of each of her female
characters. In addition, the paper will also determine to what extent the author
was influenced by feminist theory and ideas in creating the female characters
in her novels, and how those ideas reflected social reality, and to what extent

they underscore or highlight the Thai way of life for the reader.

The methodology used consisted of documentary research and in-depth
interviews conducted with readers and the writer in order to determine the
target readership and to conduct an analysis of the data in terms of feminist
theory and compile a report based on analytical description.

The study shows that the status and role of the female characters in
Kingchat’s novels are reflection of women’s way of life in the family and
within society at large during the modern period from the perspective of
feminist theory. The female characters are faced with the problem of sexual
violence, together with the social hope that they can preserve their
‘femininity’, in particular the qualities of the ‘modern Thai woman’. It is
important to study such problems tc order to find a way to solve the problems
facing women in society.

A study of the attitudes of women readers towards the status and role of
the female characters in the novels showed that, although the plot impressed
them and they were able to grasp the point of the novels, they were unable to
emulate the example of characters, or their way of life, and unable to
determine ways to solve the problems facing the female characters. The main
reason for this was that they read the novels for enjoyment only.

A study of the attitude of the author towards the status and role of Thai
women In contemporary society shows that women want to be ‘modemn Thai
woman’ while at the same time being able to preserved ‘Thai femininity’.
Given the physical differences between males and females, their roles too are

essentially different. Nevertheless, they need to respect each other’s right to
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peaceful co-existence, an attitude which may be in line with of the socialist
feminist. The writer’s attitude is reflected in her female characters, as can be
seen from her depiction of the way of life of those characters.

The plots of the novels emphasize the need for an awareness on the part
of the reader of the reader of the value of being a good ‘modern Thai woman’

n present-day society.





