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The objective of this thesis is to study the legal problems related to the
construction of small hydro-electric power plani. At first we will describe the
significance of electricity to the development of the nation, the concept of public
service, the management of natural resources, the conservation of the quality of
the environment as well as land use planning. In addition, the policy of the
government pursuance to the national economic and deveiopment plan and the
laws related to the construction of small hydro-electric power plant are also
included in the study in order to see whether there are any obstacles and
supportive elements to the construction of the small hydro-electric power plant
and the means to resolve its legal problems.

As a result of the study, it reveals that the Department of Development
and Promotion of Energy and the Provincial Electricity Authority are legally

charged with the duty to provide electric service to the public. In this connection
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small hydro-electric power plants, using hydro-energy from small size water
resources, have been erected to generate electricity as a public service to the
people in the remote rural area, and to enable them to have an equal opportunity
as the rest of the country to have an access to electricity service, which an
exercise of the right guaranteed by the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand
B.E. 2540 to allow the people, municipality and community, in cooperation with
the State to participate in the conservation of the natural resources, and to gain
the benefit from them. However, these entities do not have the authority to build
the small hydro-electric power plants in the national park and wild animal
conservation areas as they are prohibited by various legislation.

In this connection, it is recommended that four legislation i. e. The
National Park Act B.E. 2504, The Conservation and Protection of Wild Animal
Act B.E. 2535, The Promotion and Conservation of Environment Quality Act
B.E. 2535 and The Factory Act B.E. 2535 should be amended to allow the
appropriate and sustainable use of the natural resources in congruent with the
present development of technology and in harmony with the concept of
conservation of natural resources and environment. In this event there is a
necessity to provide public services to the people in the remote area; the
incumbent minister should be empowered to issue ministerial regulations to
authorize the Department of Development and Promotion of Energy or the
Provincial Electricity Authority to build small hydro-electric power plant in the
national park and wild animal conservation areas and the local administrative
agency should be allowed to be an investment partner with the before-mentioned
agencies in building the small hydro-electric power plant by using the natural
resources of its own locality to generate the electricity for the better quality of life

of the people and as a source of revenue for the local development.





