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Abstract

The establishment of Ban Bang Sadej Court Doll Centre begun after Mr. Chaeng Chuchan has respectfully
informed Their Majesties the King and Queen with regard to the sufferings of people in Bang Sadej Sub-district.
Subsequently, Her Majesty the Queen has graciously initiated Court Doll Crafting Project under Royal Patronage of
Her Majesty the Queen in 1976 to help the villagers eamn a supplementary income. Ban Bang Sadej Court Dolls
became well known since then.

The purposes of the research are 1) to explore Ban Bang Sadej Court Doll Centre, Ang Thong Province, in
light of its function as a learning centre for Thai ways of life and 2) to examine its possibility for the management of
miniature centre for learning Thai ways of life. This is a qualitative research. In-depth interviews have been conducted
with 3 sample groups consisting of 52 persons. They are 1) chairpersons and group members of Ban Bang Sadej Court
Doll Centre, 2) local people residing in Pamoak District, Ang Thong Province and 3) visitors to the Centre. All
gathered data are then analysed descriptively.

According to this study, Ban Bang Sadej Court Doll Centre is managed by the Committee of the Centre
appointed by the selection of group members. However, current Committee still lack managerial capabilities and
understandings, including presentation techniques, accounting, public relation, arranging activities for educational
promotion and systematic managerial planning. Assistances from either public or private entities for management
systemisation hence should be arranged for the Committee of the Centre. Further, the appreciation with community’s
cultural heritage and preservation awareness should also be promoted among younger generation. With respect to the
possibility for the management of miniature centre for learning Thai ways of life, the majority of sample groups desire
to develop the Centre into the learning site due to their recognition that court doll crafting reflects the value and
significance of cultural heritage dissemination, namely the value of ways of life, culture, Thai plays and study on
crafting process and method as well as mental, historical and economic significance. However, the study has also
revealed certain problems/obstacles: the difference of opinion between the Committee and group members pertinent to
the management system and the lack of proper communication in generating conformed understanding between the
temple and the Centre in light of the renovation of old sermon hall. All these may have an impact on the development

of the Centre into the learning site in the future.
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