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Female Labor Supply: Conflict of Ideas of Female Labor
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Abstract

This study examines the relationships among factors affecting work place choice of female labor in
electronic spare parts and electrical appliances industries in Pathum Thani and Ayutthaya provinces, based on
primary data obtained from questionnaires collected from 260 female workers in three selected industrial

plants, and secondary data on female labor force participation in B.E. 2530 - 2552. The research data were
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analyzed descriptively and quantitatively using the Binary Response Model. Preliminary results showed that
wage rate, other non-wage incomes, age, work experience and household chore facilitating appliances
correlated significantly with work place choice. Wage rate, work experience, and household chore facilitating
appliances had positive correlations; while age and other non-wage incomes had negative correlations with
work place choice of female labor. Other factors such as educational duration, number of children, number of
family members, and marital status did not have significant correlation with work place choice. In addition, the
researcher found not much difference in application of the same theory to male and female workers. Therefore
it is inconclusive whether income effect or substitution effect had more influence on female work labor.
Regarding the female labor supply, the study revealed the conflict of ideas about insufficient income on one
hand and family responsibility in taking care of the baby, mother and father on the other hand that affected labor

force participation.
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