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The Study of the Community’s Opinion on Heavy Metal Contamination

in Bangkhuntien Canals
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Abstract

This research studied the community’s opinion on heavy metal contamination, and the
contamination of chromium, cadmium and lead which were earlier reported as major heavy metals
contaminated in Bangkhuntien area. This study focused on the contamination along the canals in

the southern part of the district which are the aquaculture area. The samples of water, Sediment
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diameter (<63 um), were collected every other month during July 2007 to January 2008. And the
study used qualitative methodology to study the community’s opinion. Field data was collected by
in-depth interview and non-participatory observation. These were analysed and synthesised by
content analysis and inductive analysis. The results of the research showed that the members of the
community still had no knowledge of the heavy metal contamination. They did not understand
about it clearly. However, they had awareness of its danger and need to solve the problem. They
agreed that the water in Bangkhuntien canals were rotted and still had no other ways to solve and
manage the problem directly. Moreover, it was founded that the quantity of chromium, cadmium

and lead in the water were 0.010- 0.032, 0.004- 0.013, 0.003 -0.187 ppm , respectively.
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