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The Application of an Eco-Industrial Concept in Environmental Management in
Community: A Case Study of Nawieng community, Thapha Sub-district,
Ko Kha District, Lampang Province
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Abstract

This study was aimed at 1) studying community aggregation for activities including
environmental management activities and investigating success, problems and obstacles of
the aggregation, and 2) studying the application of an Eco-Industrial concept in
environmental management in community. Data collection include 1) in-depth interviewing
of scholars and professionals in social and community development and environmental
management and leaders of communities in order to conclude affecting factors or conditions
for applying the Eco-Industrial Concept for sustainable environmental management in
communities, and 2) observing environmental management’s activities and interviewing
heads of each activity and interviewing a leader of the community studied. The case study
was Naweing community.

The results of this study showed that the community had strong aggregation in
several activities such as deep bedding pig production, multi-purpose detergent production,
manure for organic farming production, organic brown rice production and organic
vegetable farming. This aggregation was harmonized with the Eco-industrial concept. The
results also demonstrated that these activities have exchanged their resources for example
their wastes as they are a producer, a consumer and a decomposer. This leads to waste
reduction in the community, worthwhile utilization of their resources, reduction of an
individual and community’s expenses and increase their income. Factors affecting the
application of the Eco-industrial concept in the community environmental management
include perceiving of economic and environmental benefits on themselves and the
community, communication and strong leader, community participation.

Keywords: Environmental Management in Community, Eco-Industrial Concept
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