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Abstract

The research entitled Journey of Carabao from Idealism to Capitalism was a quantitative
research, aiming to collected the history of the “Song for Life” (or Thai Country Music) from 1937
until 2006, as well as to accumulated the complete biography of “Carabao Band™ — which so-
called the “the last breath of Thai country music”. The method used in this research was called a
historical research, explaining the history and development of the “Song for Life” and the
Carabao Band ™.

In-depth interviews was conducted amongst five focus groups associated to Carabao
Band, totaling 16 people; the band members, their business partners, their fan-club, the press, and
their colleague from the past until present. The topic of the interviews mainly was focused on the
development of Carabao Band and their idealism. From this research, it was found that two
interviewees believed that Carabao Band does not have idealism at all while other person pointed
out that the idealism of the band was far from reality. The remaining thirteen interviewees also said

that the idealism of Carabao does exist.
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A focus group interview amongst academics and experts on linguistics and philesophy,
together with general fans and music listeners, was conducted to find out which issues concerning
changes in idealism and guidelines to analyze the data.

After analyzing all the data acquired, it is found, from the research, that:

1. The song for life was emerged from the songs in the singing play of Saengnapha
Bunrasri before passing to Saneh Komarachun, an old and experienced comedian who later adapted
is as a song for teasing society, reproaching the powerful persons. On the day Mr. Saneh stopped
doing his comedy acting the song for life in turn did not die down, it’s because the country accent
singer like Kamron Sampunnanont started the debut of records with the songs to be sarcastic
against the Government and Society. In 1947 toward the period of twenty fifth century the country
songs had been emerged within the Thai society with the strai ghtforward reflection on the images
of the rural and lower class society, At the begimming of 1973 a book of the political prisoner
named Chit Bhumisak was published under the name of Art for Life which was considered as the
basic idea for the creation of the very powerful social works. Upon the occurrence of the 14" of
October incident the congregation’s demand urged for the emergence of the Song for Life when
Mr. Seksan Prasertkul wrote the poem “Soo Mai Thoy” (Unyield Fighting) for singing along with
the chord guitar on the Hi-Part platform which at the same time the song named San Saeng Thong
written by Surachai Chantimathorn had become very popular.

After the 14" of October incident was passed with the victory that had to be exchanged
with flesh and blood of number of people, many song for life style bands were come to life before
everything came to a sudden stop and started once again when the new 6" of October 1976 tragedy
had torn the Thai people’s hearts a part with the besiegement of Thammasat University where lots
of students and other Thai people were gathered inside by the armed soldiers, forcing many
students to flee for their lives into the jungle and joined hands with the Communist Party as they
believed that it was the only way to be survived in order to liberate the country from the
dictatorship. There came the songs with the subject matters to serve the Communist Party of
Thailand. Until the Thai Priminister at the time, Gen. Prem Tinnasulanond issued the 66/23 policy,
causing the Communist Party to be dissolved, the students got out of the forests where they lived as
their refuge and came back to town. Subsequently, many new songs for life bands came to shine,
either Hope, Carabao, Susu, Khon Dan Kwein, Pongthep Kradonechamnan or Pongsit Khamphi,
only to change from the protest lyrics to the songs reflecting the images of the Thai people and the
society at the time instead.

2. Learning and practicing oneself to survive the competition system of the Thai music
business caused the song for life bands like Carabao, Pongthep Kradonechamnan, Maleehuana,
Pongsit Khamphi to prominently withstand as professionals and at liberty to do their songs against
the current of globalization that helped them to meet the standing distance amidst the recognition
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of the old songs fans. However, the successful band in term of the business system management
and has become the most achieved. Song for life band was Carabao Band that woke up the song for
life current to become the great current of the Thai music that could not be expected before by no
one. With only 3 members in the band, namely, Yuenyong Ophakul, Kirati Promsakha Na Nakhon
and Sanit Limsila. They practiced very hard to reach the state of skill fullness, then the began to
make the debut at Herace Camp, the Philippines.

In 1981 Carabao began to reveal their first album which the music was backed by Hope
Band. Carabao’s first album featured Lung Khi Mao (Drunken old man) as its leading song. Then
it began to advance toward the 2 step with the song “Pae Khai Khuad” and in this album his old
classmate from Uthane Thawai, Preecha Chanaphai joined the band as a guitar player and had
become the permanent guitar man of the Band.

In 1983 Carabao had attentively developed its performances and began to meet with the
great success with the song “Wanipok™ due to deeply affected lyrics and the exciting and rollicking
thythm. The performance in “Made in Thailand” album was expleded with the most successful
performance and they have continued to create the music performances until the current year
(2007).

3. However, Carabao could not get away with the changes. Carabao’s significant changes
throughout 25 years consisted of 6 turnarounds : 1. In 1984 Made in Thailand album created the
history for almost every aspect of the music circle, causing the name of Carabao to be widely
known throughout the country. 2. In 1985 Carabao happened to be involved with some politicians,
as the result, the Iyrics during that period were leaning to side with any political party. 3. The split
of the Classic Line Up members caused the heavy effect against Carabao’s ways of working. 4. In
1990, one of the Tawan Band members led by Pongprom Sanitwong Na Ayutthaya took part in the
working of Harm Jord Kwai album, causing the Carabao’s music section to change drastically,
more electric musical instruments and sound synthesis were applied. 5. In 2002 Carabao made the
debut on the Red Carabao business citing the reason for the insufficient income due to the
interference of other factors. This caused the questions to be raised by the society and the serious
criticism was followed against the Carabao. 6. Num Bao Sao Pan Album made the sales exceeding
1 million albums and Mr. Yuengyong Ophakul, leader of the Carabao Band acknowledged that he
no longer resisted the capitalism current.

4, The lyrics of Carabao songs can be classified up to 13 categories as follows : 1. Social
reflecting song group 2. Philosophical song group 3. Love song group 4. Songs for working class
group 5. Songs showing individuals personal names 6. Songs showing the political dimension 7.
Story of nature, environment and conservation song group 8. Songs for children and youth 9.
songs for public relations and publicity 10. Songs showing the identity and characteristics of the
band 11. War, independence and peace song group 12, Songs for women and 13. Songs showing

the story of animals.
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5. Working ideology of Carabao Band members today is to be faithful to themselves and
the music to make their living. They are a group of professional song for life musicians who can
anytime accept the changes, harmoniously, integrate the ideology and capitalism altogether until
they are known to be in the era of Ideocapital which coming from the combination of two words :
Ideology and capitalism.

From this research, it could be constructed the paradigm and basic definiion of

Carabao’s works as the combination of idealism and capitalism, which could be called
“Ideocapital”. As for the idealism of work for Add Carabao, honesty to himself and music was the
concept of his ways of work and living. Therefore Add Carabac can be named as personnel

mastery for thai country musician.
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