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This thesis was inspired by my interesting in lifestyles and inhabitations of the urban poor people, especially,
difficult and limited conditions of site, land area, budget, construction time as well as materials and equipment. These factors
would essentially influence the applications of occupied spaces, materials used, structures and constructions. The study
concentrated in the lifestyle, problem solving, wisdom and local skills in the development and adaptability of the urban poor
people.

Itis divided into four parts. The first chapter is an introduction. The second one involves background information. It
shows the originality and the evolution of slum communities with a “people - participation”. This idea is further developed by
the architect group, CASE (Community Architects for Shelter and Environment), and my experience in “Building Communities:
The Informal Settlements of Rama |1l Workshop”. In addition, this chapter also shows the studies in Thai vernacular
architecture wisdom and the idea of reuse-recycle in design.

The third chapter is the fieldwork studies in 10 different houses. The method Is to interview the house owner
answering the information from his / her view, inhabitation, materials, limited conditions and problem solving. It is found that
those urban poor people were very keen in applying their wisdoms to adapt their materials, spaces and structure for their
constructions in order to fulfill their basic needs.

The forth one is the analysis and comparison. It presents various aspects of analysis on how the urban poor people
use their local wisdoms to adapt themselves to an urban context. Furthermore, the comparison between Thai vernacular
architecture and their houses is explored.

The last chapter concludes the study that the urban poor people have their own creativities in space
adaptability, applying low-cost or free materials, basic structure and local skill construction to build their houses that

can response to their basic needs, despite many limited conditions.





