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The purposes of this research were to construct and test the efficiency of
communicative English reading exercises for Matthayomsuksa 5 students, to compare students’
English reading ability before and after using the exercises constructed, and to study students'
opinions toward the exercises.

The sample consisted of one randomly selected class of 30 Matthayomsuka 5 students
of Watraihkingwitthaya School, Nakhon Pathom Province during the first semester, academic year
2001. The students studied the ten reading exercises. The duration of the experiment covered 20
class sessjons over a ten-week period.

The instruments i1sec for gathering data were: 1) the communicative English reading
exercises constructed from English language nevispapers and magazines; 2) a reading
proficiency-test, used as a pretest and posttest and 3) a questionnaire on opinions toward the
Erglish reading exercises.

The t - test was used to analyze the data in order to assess the students’ English
reading alsility pefore and after using the English reading exercises. In addition, the mean and
standard deviation of items were used to evaluate the students’ opinions toward the ten English
reading exercises constructed.

The resuits of the study were:

1. The average score of the10 English reading tests was 75.74 percent, whereas that
of the posttest was 75.53 percent. This means that the efficiency of the Communicative English
reading exercises constructed was at a high level.

2. The students’ English reading ability after using the English reading exercises was
significantly higher than that of before using the English reading exercises at the 0.05 level.

3. The students’ opinions toward the English reading exercise were generally high.



