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ABSTRACT 180807

The research work entitled, “An Analysis of Community’s Strength: A Case Study of
Phuping’s Saving Group for Production,” is designed to study constituent factors and elements that
affect the community’s strength of the Phuping’s Saving Group for Production, which is situated in
Phuping village, Suthep Sub-district, Mueang Chiang Mai District, Chiang Mai Province. In this
study, data were collected from 108 sampling cohorts through open- and closed-ended questionna\:ires,
which were distributed to village’s learned personages, saving group leader, and saving group
members. The data were tabulated by means of statistics demonstrating frequency and percentage.
They were also synthesized qualitatively. The study results have turned out as follows:

According to results of the community’s strength examination in relation to their learning,
it is found that the ‘saving group for production’ is aware of necessity of their cooperation in solving
problems together. During the public debate held to find out a means to problem solutions, folk
wisdom or community’s traditional knowledge was applied for community problems solution. In
addition, the community introduced new knowledge from outside in case the local one failed to tackle
the problems, including the blend of external and internal knowledge, which has become a new
knowledge of community. However, the research work did not find the community’s strength in

leaming with regard to their learning by doing.

As regards the community’s strength in leadership, it is found that the so-called leader is
endowed with knowledge, capability and skills in his duty performance. Yet, the leader is thoughtful,
virtuous and capable of generating the community benefits. He can also show the transparency of his
administration to the group members.

In view of the community’s strength in administration, the study reveals that the Phuping’s
Saving Group for Production has ideologically adhered to self-reliance. In this case there is an
organization as well as division of works according to personal skills among the group members
sharing a success. Additionally, self-initiated rules are introduced and enforced by depending on
social measures.

The study of factors influencing the community’s strength reveals that such an influential
factor includes communal social and cultural activities, that is to say, the community is regularly and
continuously engaged in religious activity social welfare. In addition, the group in question has
access to natural environment beneficial to their living and to their livelihood, possesses folk wisdom
and receives material and technical supports from the government sector in order to build up their
strength. But it is not found that the private sector gives any support. Moreover, the study discloses
that the communal encountering of internal crisis is considered one of the factors that ever influenced
the community’s strength,

Based on the study of the Phuping’s Saving Group for Production, it is found that there are
some constituent and influential factors being employed by the aforesaid group in order to enable

their performances meet with success to some extent for the time being.





