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The purpose of this research was to develop the local cumiculum on the mangrove forest
conservation for fifth grade students. The development of local curriculum on the mangrove forest consisted
of 4 stages as follow: (1) the study of the fundamental data (2) the development of curricuium (3) the
impiementation of the curriculum (4) the evaluation of curriculum.

The instruments employed to collect the data were interview forms, questionnaires, focus group items,
testing forms, behavioral observation forms and evaluation folio forms. Percentages, content analysis mean,
standard deviation and t-test dependent were employed for the analysis of data.

The research study revealed as follow : 1) The fundamental data results of the study conceming
curriculum development indicated that : The national education policy decreed the educational institutions and
communities to participate in community education natural resources conservation. Students and persons
involved in the curriculum development would like to have the local curriculum on mangrove forest conservation
by using community resources.  2) The design of curriculum consisted of the principles, objectives , structures,
courses, course descriptions, contents, time on task, instructional guideline, instructional media, measurement
and evaluation and nine lesson plans. The contents of the local curriculum consisted of the meaning of
mangrove forest, mangrove forest ecosystem, plants in mangrove forest, animals in mangrove forest, the
importance and usefulness of mangrove forest, cause of reduction and the impacts of mangrove forest
Conservation, the activity of mangrove forest conservation and creating pieces of work. Expert evaluators
found that the factors of the curriculum were relevant and suitable. 3) The curriculum was implemented with
the fifth grade students, and taught by teachers, local experts and the chief of War-Kor aquarium, both in the
classroom and the real situation of mangrove forest. 4) The curiculum evaluation and improvement indicated that
students’ pre-post knowledge of mangrove forest conservation were significantly different at the level of 0.05,
students could create pieces of work at a good level. Additionally, they had a positive attitude towards the
local curriculum on mangrove forest conservation because it encouraged them to practice themselves by using
group activities in the mangrove forest. Furthermore both teachers and students’ recommendations were the
outdoor activities in the mangrove forest should be increased, and also it should adjust the flexibility of time on

task, the curriculum content, and the student's knowledge background.





