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Abstract
247306

The study on Impact and Socio-Economic Changes from EWEC aims to: 1)
Review the weak and strong points of the development of land transportation
of the EWEC; 2) Review policies, operations, adaptations and changes of
provinces along the path; and 3) study the impact and adaptation of people
and communities living along the path of the EWEC. The Khon Kaen and
Mukdahan provinces are selected as its research sites.

Research findings:
Khon Kaen Province

Socio-economic impact. The province has operation plan to establish
the market to its neighboring countries. The businessmen study tour to China
project has been undertaken in order to find business partners in the new
market. There are a lot of large and medium scales factories existing along
this route. These factories have created job opportunities to working age
population in the area. They can find the jobs without migrating to find jobs
somewhere. In addition, it is found that there are a lot of big scale industrials
establishing the production base in the neighboring countries. Presently, the
problem of alien workers has been arising because of the lacking of unskilled
labor in the country. Most of alien unskilled labor are coming from Lao,
Vietnam, and Burma respectively.

Community Impact. Once the commuting system has been improved,
the better the children can achieve the better education. Children have more
chance to study in the higher level upto university level in the city.
Furthermore, there are also increasing the development and expansion of
OTOP products of the Tambon Administartion Organizations existing along
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side of the route of the EWEC. They provide more suitable locationi2 to show
their products along the route.

However, once the development has been reached the aea, the price of
land has also been increasing dramatically. Some of villagers who owned
land close to the highway have already sold their land and bought cheaper
land farther from the road or even in other villages. Because of the expansion
of the road’s size, the comunity has been divided into two sides which has
been resulted to the once closed relationship of the community’s members.
People’ participation in the community’s traditional ceremonies has also been
reduced. Local shops also reduced in numbers since most of the villagers
(who have cars) could go to buy things in the big markets in the city
conveniently. Local products have less been collected dramatically. There
were once the local merchants acted as middle-man to collect the agricultural
produtcs in the community. Since the better commuting route has been
existing, presently, the outside capitalists come to buy products in the
community or some of villagers take their products to sell in the district or
even in the city.

Mukdahan Province

Economic Impact. The agricultural industrial has been expanded in
order to add value for exportation. The transportation of goods with the
neighboring countries has been relied on road since it is more convenient than
waterway. The Indo-Chinese Market which was once the important port for
good transportation has been diminished its role. The numbers of tourists
who came to visit and buy goods there have also been reduced dramatically.

Education. There are exchanging programs existing among various
education institutes. There is also a development of curriculum to support
the torism of the government organization, for example, the Province
Industrial Organization organized the training to create and develop new
businessmen.

Community Impact. Communities accesses to new route plan to
expand their OTOP products in the future. The Tambon Administration
Organizations (TAOs) together with other occupational groups existing in the
communities plan to sell their products along the side road provided by the
TAOs. They expect that more tourists will come to visit and buy their
products. The newroute makes the communities’ life style change. There are
more vehicles passing by and the drivers drive their vehicles faster. Chldren
and the old find very difficult for them to cross the road. Though, there will
be a crossover in the near future, it is still inappropriate for the old to use the
crossover. Communities located close to the Khong River Bridge have been
changed. Various tourism business activities have been existed, for example,
tourist companies, vans to accomodate passengers, evening market to serve
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torists who went to visit the neighboring countries and returned to Thailand in
the evening. In addition, it is found that there are more non-residence living
in the communities and there are more people migrated from other places to
live in the communities. Many pieces of land have been sold. Villagers sold
their land to the big merchants which had been started since 2001. The price
of land located close to the Bridge has been increased more than three times.
Since the numbers of vehicle have been increased dramatically, the noise
pollution and the air pollution caused by vehicles have also been increased.
In addition, the amount of garbage has also increased in the area close to the
Bridge.Besides, it is also found that there are a large number of smuggling
from the neighboring countries. There are more Thai torists going to visit our
neighboring countries than tourists from our neighboring countries coming to
visit Thailand. Some Thai people go to gamble at the casinos in our
neighboring countries. Some of them run out of money and they have to
borrow money from informal money-lenders which has been affected to their
families life. In addition, there are increasing in number of drugs and
smuggling products more than the past.

Overview Analysis

Outstanding point

The development strategic plans have been existed. With the plans, we
can see the goals as well as the relationship between Thailand and its
neighboring countries’ economic status.  The international education
programs have been developed. The regional universities have created
students exchange programs with neighboring countries. The various
international programs have been initiated to welcome students from our
neighboring countries who want to study in Thailand. The structure of land
along the EWEC has been changed such as: 1) the size of road from 2 lanes
has been expanded to 4-10 lanes; 2) the construction of the Thai-Lao
Friendship Bridge to cross the Khong River; and 3) the development of the
commuting system, etc. In addition, it is found out that the market as well as
producing base have been expanded. The medium and large scales business
have been expanded their market and producing base into neighboring
countries.

Weak point

The Policy is not consecutive. There is a change of the EWEC policy
(5-year province development plan, fiscal year 2005-2009) which defined
strategic and operational framework in order to reach the goal. However,
during 2006-2007, the strategic plan has been shifted to live healthy and
happily ( Yoo Dee Mee Suk). Since 2008 onward, the policy has been shifted
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to “ strong Thai”. These changes have caused the lack of continuation and the
clarification in terms of operational framework.

No clear main operational office and mechanism. It is found out that
the lack of responsible organzation to operate the plan into actions in all
levels have limited all the plan of the EWEC to achieve the goals. Though,
there 1s a try to relate the EWEC’s policy to cooperate with the province’s
development plan in all levels, it cannot operate into the concrete one.

Lack of concrete follow-up and evaluation processes as well as public
relation to provide information to society to acknowledge the significant of
the EWEC. Local organizations do not have chance to participate in policy
level or activities related to the EWEC. On the other hand, they are directly
affected by the policy and its impact. Their land were surrendered back to the
government because of the road construction passing their land. The plan has
more focused on construction development aspect rather than other
development aspects such as people’ quality of life development or the
development of related personals to support the EWEC.

Problem on geography characteristic. The commuting system ot Lao
and Vietnam to the Danang Port has still been 2-lane road. This is not
convenient and good enough to transport goods from Thailand to the EWEC
to export to Danag Port. The diference in traffic rules and practices also
cause some problem, for example, Thailand abides in right-handed steering
wheel while Lao and Vietnam abide in left-handed steering wheel. The
different of speed limit in Lao and Vietnam also cause a problem.




