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This research project was set out to trace developments of Chiang Mai City communities from
past to present, examine Community Public Property of each community, and probe the construction of
each community’s own history. It relied primarily on the historical approach with special emphasis on
those communities’ participation. Research results were subsequently presented in the form of analytical
description.
| Studied communities were divided into 2 types: (A) Imagined Community Type and (B)
Chiang Mai City Proper Community Type. Type A communities were those comprising (1) Buddhist
monks; (2) Northern nobility; (3) the middle class; and (4) common villagers. Specifically, as regards
the middle class community it was functionally sub-divided into 4 groups, namely, (1) public sector
employees; (2) business people; (3) instructors-academics; and (4) nongovernmental organizations’
members. Type B communities comprised (1) Chiang Man Temple; (2) Jed Yod Temple; (3)
Nantaram Temple; (4) Muen San Ban Wua Lai; (5) SrisupanTemple; (6) Ban Hom; (7) Kate Temple;
(8) Pa Pao Temple: (9) Puak Taem Temple; and (10) Ta Kra Dat Temple communities.

Findings were as follows:

A. Developments of Chiang Mai City Communities

As regards this it was found that 9 developmental periods had been identifies.

(1) Pre-Chiang Mai City Construction Period. Traces and remnants of “communities” were
spotted in legends and ancient writings. At the same time, archeological excavations also unerthed
remnats of human settlement and community, e.g. those of the Lawa ethnic group.

(2) Meng Rai Dynasty Period (B.E. 1839-2101). This period witnessed the clear emergence
of various communities such as those of Buddhist monks, nobility, villagers or commoners, etc.,
scattered in various areas, Historical evidence of the period indicated that the nobility community had
been responsible for the construction and continued maintenance of Chiang Man, Jed Yod, Nantaram,
Muensan, Srisupan and Pantong Temples. Short-and long-distance traders and merchants also found to
have occasionally and temporarily stayed or taken refuge there.

(8) The Burmesed Occupation Period (B.E. 2101-2317). This was the period written
evidence had been found, e.g., stone inscription, regarding the nobility community’s patronage for the
community of Buddhist monks. For example, members of the former were recorded/reported to have
provided their privately owned subjects or slaves to work for the temples and serve the monks residing
there.

(4) The King Kawila and Brothers Helping Rebuild the City Period. This period saw the
reemergence of Chiang Mai City communities following the bringing in and settlement of peoples from
faraway places in the city and its vicinity. For example, in B.E. 2342 King Kawila ordered the
relocation of Ban Wua Lai residents around Muensan Temple and the settlement of people taken from
towns west of Salween River around Srisupan Temple, thus, forming 2 more communities. In B.E.
2347, following the capture of Chiang Saen City, King Kawila brought back a certain number of people

and setted them at “Ban Hom Community”. Morcover, he sent his troops up to Chiang Tung to bring to
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Chiang Mai City a number of Tai Kheun pecople and be settled around what was later called the
“Nantaram Temple Community™.

(5) The Contact withg the West Period. After B.E.2434, the British lumbering company
established itself in the city. [t was accompanied by a number of British subjects who later formed
various ethnic communities such as the Tai (Yai) PaPao Temple community. At the same time, Chinese
traders, who had come to Chiang Mai City both by land and water, began to settle in areas along the
Ping River. Wat Kate or Kate Temple and Takadat Temple communities were outstanding examples. In
B.E.2410, the First batch of Protestant missionaries arrived to propagate its faith, build churches, school
and hospital in Kate Temple community.

(6) The Thesaphiban Period. Since B.E.2417, Bangkok started sending its governor to run
and rule Chiang Mai City as well as government servants to carry out Bangkok’s centralization of power
plans and measures. A community of government servants, both civil and military, emerged as a
consequence. During this very period, local reaction started to build up calling itself “Khon Muang”.

(7) During and Post-W.W.II Period. This was the period contemporary Folks were still alive.
Some members, thus, made use of them as community assets in constructing their local history.

(8) The Birth of Chiang Mai Unviersity Period. The University started in B.E. 2507 and, as a
consequence, brought later into being communities of estates and dormitories as well as congested areas
near and around it. Nevertheless, the majority of such communities’ area was in the hand of the middle
class.

(9) The Educational and Political Reform Period. In this period, communities were accorded,
particularly by the 1997 Constitution, more opportunities to preserve their community assets and

treasures as well as construct their own community history in a legalized manner,

B. Community Public Properties
Public properties of both types of communities started from “history”™ which later became
education. Both, however, strengthened the communities and enabled them to gain access to various

sources of resources.

C. Construction of History

Each and every community made use of “history™ as a public property in history construction.
During the past 100-year period, it was plain and clear that the middle class, public servants community
had, via its constructed history, dominated the local history constructed by nobility and Buddhist monks
communitics. This domineering class-based history was support,sustained,and continued by products of
the formal schooling system.At the same time,common villagers communities,whose social space had
almost totally been taken away, attempted to construct their own histories primarity backed up by the
Buddhist monks community and partially supported by certain portion of the community of academics.

In the process, such communities increasingly gained strength and confidence.



