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The objective of this thesis is to study the problems of a statute of limitation regarding
a complaint on the offences of juvenile rape and sexual assault, which are compoundable
offences. The study has been focused on concepts and the statute of limitation of criminal cases as
well as concepts and factors applied to the compoundable offences relating to sexuality, in order
to analyze the consistency whether the rules of statute of limitation regarding the complaint on
compoundable rape and sexual assault offences are proper pursuant to such concept, including
comparative study with the statute of limitation in the criminal law of foreign countries regarding
the juvenile sexual offences.

According to the result of the study, it is found that the statute of limitation in Thai
criminal law is the application of the concept of the consistency to the severity of crimes. For
crimes that society considers to be severe, the punishment pursuant to the law would be grave and
the statute of limitation regarding such crimes would be longer when compared with the less
severe crimes. However, in all compoundable offences, the victims have to file the complaint
within 3 months after the date of the commission of crimes and the identifying of the offender
regardless the severity of such compoundable offences. Therefore, it is found that the rule of the
statute of limitation regarding thé complaint on compoundable offences is not consistent with the
criteria of the statute of limitation and the juvenile victims of the compoundable rape and sexual
assault offences are not concerned, while the law of foreign countries gives precedence to the
justice process which is concerned about the maturity and the lack of intelligence of the victims

along with the severity of crimes. The maturity and the lack of intelligence are considered as the
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217474

critical obstacles concerning the expression of genuine intents of the victims in conducting the

criminal prosecution on the offences relating to rape and sexual assault. Thus, these obstacles of
Jjuvenile victims could lead rape and sexual assault offences to be the victimless crimes.

In order to make the statute of limitation regarding the complaint on the
compoundable offences of rape and sexual assault be consistent with the severity of crimes and
give priority to the juvenile victims in order to diminish the obstacles on the prosecution of a
person committing the offences of rape and sexual assault, I propose the amendment of the
Criminal Code on the statute of limitation. The amendment should prescribe that the statute of
limitatiortl regarding the complaint on the offence of rape according to the first paragraph of
section 276 o\hf the Criminal Code and the offence of sexual assault according to the section 278 of
the Criminal Code, in the case that the victim is a juvenile, should be suspended until the victim
reaches 20 years of age. The severity of crimes should also be taken into account as the basis for
the rule of the statute of limitation regarding the complaint on the offence relating to sexuality. In
this regard, I propose that the statute of limitation regarding the complaint on the compoundable
offences relating to sexuality should have the longer period than that of other compoundable
offences with twice period of the statute of limitation regarding the complaint on other

compoundable offences, in order to reflect that it is consistent with the severity of the crimes.
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