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Abstract 1_E 1 443 4 2

This rescarch paper presents an analytical review of a key sociological concept, namely, !ocalism.
What 1s localism? What does it mean with respect to recent economic, political, and sociocultural
developments in Thailand? The author traces its genealogies and captures its applications in the Thai context
through an intensive reading of selected literature. It is argued that theoretical trends in the social sciences in
the past few decades--particularly the rise of postmodernism--have iniersected with trains of social thought
and realitics in post 1997 economic-crisis Thailand to create a significant space for the emerging discourse of
localism and its multidimensional meanings. The author discusses an interlacing body of knowledge
concerning localism in order to Juxtapose localism on its powerful counterpart, globalism. Localism may be
best understood by deconstructing the local-global dichotomy, revealing the illusion of dominant globalism.
and empowering local networks.
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