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The objective of this research is to anaiyse the origin and the meaning of The
Two-Handed Vitarka Mudra of the Buddha images in Dvaravati Art. Four hypotheses
were established by other scholars in previous studies. The first hypothesis mentioned
that the origin of Two-Handed Vitarka Mudra should be originated frorn mudra of Post-
Gupta Buddha Images in cave XIX and XXi at Ajz~ta, India, The second hypothesis
stated that the origin of the Mudre should come from mudra in Northern Wei to Sui
Dynasties in Chinese Art, The third hypothesis expressed that the meaning of the Mudra
should concern with “Descent from Tavatimsa Paracise” episode in Sakyamuni ‘s life.
The fourth hypothesis stated that the meaning of the Mudra should be Amitabha, the
highest Buddha of The Sukhavati sect that had been flourished in China and Japan.

However, in this thesis, the results of the research are different from the above
mentioned four hypothese and they can be summarized as followed :

1. The origin of this Mudra should be related to Vitarka-Kataka Mudra Standing
Buddha Images of Late Amaravati and Anuradhapurz Period.

2. The meaning of this mudra should neitter be “Descent of Sakyamuni from
Tavatimsa Paradise” nor Amitabha Buddha. But it is merely the most well-known mudra
for standing Buddha Images in this period, because of The Late Amaravati-
Anuradhapura Influence in Dvaravati. Therefore, the iconographical identification cf The
Two-Handed Vitarka Mudra Buddha images in Dvaravati Art should depend on the

inscription, the attendants or the circumstantial scene of each Buddha Image.



