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The leaves of Clinacanthus nutans Lindau have long been traditionally used in
Thailand as an anti-inflammatory drug for the treatment of insect bites, héfpes infection
and allergic responses. A crude chloroform extract was separated by means of
chromatographic techniques and bioactivity-guided fractionation to give eight pure
compounds. Structure elucidation of the isolated compounds was carried out on the
basis of spectral analyses. Eight of these were identified as novel compounds related to
chlorophyll a and chlorophyll b namely 132-hydroxy-(132-S)-chlorophy11 b, 13%
hydroxy-(l32-R)-chlorophy11 b, 132-hydroxy-(132-S)-phaeophy’cin b, 13%-hydroxy-(13*
R)-phaeophytin b, 132-hydroxy-(132-S)-phaeophy’cin a, 13%hydroxy-(13*-R)-
phaeophytin a, purpurin 18 phytyl ester,and phaeophorbide a, These conpounds have

not been previously reported in this species.





