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~ Abstract | 238988

 This research aimed at developing an effective teaching manual for project-based
~ English language instruction. '

The investigation set out to answer four research questions:

1. What are the significant characteristics of project-based English language
learning unit and its teaching manual? _

2. What do students think as regards to their English skills and their
satisfaction towards this methodology when implementing this project-based English
language learning unit and its teaching manual in their reading class?

3. What do participants attending the project-based English language
learning workshop think how much they learn about this methodology?

4. How much do these participants feel satisfied with the project-based
English language learning workshop utilizing the newly created project-based English
language learning unit and its teaching manual?

Two sets of research tools were used. The first set was used for the experiment
consisting of the published materials of the project-based English language learning
unit, the Reading Guide, with 80.0/80.2 of efficiency value and its teaching manual.

~ Another set was used for data collection consisting of two subsets: one for collecting
data from the participating students consisted of 4 types: observation form, open-ended

_ questiennaire, self-evaluation form and reflection form. Another for the participants

 attending the researcher’s project-based English language teaching workshop consisted
of 3 types: self-evaluation form, the questionnaire and the self-reflection form.

N The research was carried out in three phases: in all, a total of two 10-week
classes with 33 and 38 English 3 students in the 3" term of 2005 academic year and
the 1% term of 2006 academic year respectively. And 1 project- based English language
learning workshop with 35 English teachers ran by the researcher immediately after the
end of the 1* term of 2006 academic year. The first phase of the investigation involved
gathering and analyzing fundamental information and drafting a unit of project —based
language unit called the “Reading Guide” including its teaching manual and trying out.

~ The second phase focused on implementing the unit and its teaching manual and
addressed the first and the second research question. The third phase focused on teacher
practice implementing the unit and its teaching manual and addressed the third and the
fourth research question.

The results of the study were as follows:

_ 1. The effective unit of this project-based English language learning unit was
characterized as the one with the following 4 main parts: the first one is the content
‘composing of 1) the introduction which orientates students with a specific project,

2) the task indicating its outcome, 3) objectives of the unit, 4) the project format
indicating various tasks and activities, 4) the sample project product and the procedures
for doing the project. The second part is the 16 mini-lessons. The third is the 12
worksheets and the fourth is the 7 assessment or evaluation forms.

2. The teaching manual accompanying the unit contains the following 7 topics:
1) the main objective of learning English language, 2) teaching reading skill, 3) project
work in English 4) the learning unit: The Reading Guide, 5) the instruction of how to
implement the project- based class 6) lesson planning and 7) references.
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The three major characteristics of project-based English language learning were
summarized as follows: the first one was the active learners whose role was to do the
learning activities or the tasks. They were responsible for individual as well as group
work. While conducting the tasks, they made use of their critical thinking. The second
one was the tasks with specific features; namely, having the objectives corresponding to
the ones of the English course being implemented, having the essential questions,
involving real life, projecting a final product, utilizing technology, and having formative
and summative evaluation. The third part was the teacher who implemented various
teaching techniques conforming to individual differences of students in the class. S/he
also utilized scaffolding in the form of mini-lessons in different phases of his/her project
‘instruction as well as using feedbacks continuously.

3. The results from the analysis of the students’ opinions were as follows:

a. Over 90% of the students thought that they had done a lot of activities
in the process of the project work and had improved their English knowledge and their

“ English skills especially their reading skills.
o b. Also, over 80% of the students felt satisfied in doing project work in
their English class because they gained more knowledge about their chosen topic and
they improved their language skills.
¢. In terms of their satisfaction towards the group work, they rated the
following features at the highest level: group working and the help from each others,
learning how to learn, the increase of their attention to and responsibility of the tasks
being performed, the pride of doing the tasks successfully and the opportunity in
showing the work to the others.
" 4. The results from the analysis of the teachers’ opinions were as follows:
4 a. Over 90% of the teachers felt positively about this project-based

English learning workshop. They thought that the project-based English learning unit
and its manual helped them better understand this method. They learned about its
content, and its procedure of how to conduct the project. They also stated that they
‘thought they could make use of this unit and its teacher’s manual in their classes.

b. In addition, they rated the following features of the workshop at the
highest level: the format of the workshop, the preparation of the content for the
workshop, the project-based English language learning unit and its manual, the
speaker’s presentation, the speaker’s techniques of teaching, their opportunity to ask
questions and discuss as well as to receive the clear answers from the speaker, and their
satisfaction of the speaker as a whole. However, their only concern was the duration of
‘the workshop. They then suggested that it should be longer than three days.

_ To conclude, consistent with a social constructivist view, the results from this
study revealed the active role of learners and constructive nature of English language
“earning through group collaboration, guided practice with examples, promotion of self-
directed learning and independence as well as the student’s participation in the
assessment and evaluation.

Three recommendations from this research were as follows: the project-based
‘English language unit and its teaching manual should be applied in various levels of
‘English instruction; self-reflection should be utilized in English classes; and this project-
based English language learning unit and its teaching manual should be researched in
informal contexts as in English camps.





