233146

TAsaMsIteises "I5aavesnu Ine: Aonssy “vrEneu” vee “andrud” Tande
uﬂ‘i‘jw?’m'l" (Cultural Constructs of Local Knowledge: Ethnic Thai-Lao Spirit-Medium Cults in

. = = =2 a ar iad a L] 3 =
Khorat Villages) 4aM9zas1aaaulsziaumsanyunedny “I5aavesaung” nannnmsdnw

¥
ar oA oar

A k-]
ﬂ1ﬂﬁ‘u1m!’ﬂ“ﬂﬁﬂ‘uﬂ’11'Jﬁ]EJI.’EJﬂt‘ITi‘YI1ﬂEl’]‘1]EN mnﬂammmmﬂi:mﬁmammua
W
gﬂuumm:mamﬁmmﬂm ‘Fraaveenung” lussaumnanuasyadovsanszumauae
] F [
wszaomndutegita Symai 4 Wuduun suwiniuauededunuifendy “53fa” veern
B =t oo oM = @ S 1 = ” a d:l.UI
Truvuunlumaday auziinddudsniny) “AiassuvAden” veswniuFenaie
oy
Tng-andmau 78 wisly 44 withuvesduneilnseds guiuuazdan Sandauasisdan
Y
T o3 ] as =
Tagwiaszezinan lumsAnveeniturie q swnavua 3 3 (we. 2538-2540) wazidenld
= = ar s = a s -
Use TeminnuuifananguiveninySsgniiva WIAM Michel Foucault) naziinuiyueine
= o = s =
aanvlesa Hefe (Clifford Geertz) TumsinzvuazAnnunmedeyai ldanmsiam
[l fhemed S =] = ey = a
mamsanmwun “I3aa” dunandamalszifmaniuazmdnug uaziluuhind
ﬂﬁ%’wuummmﬂswmﬂmamsmm "I.uhﬁmueamummmm “Foaavesaulng” 1asu
msmmuaTﬂawwwm miasd yumnauazilyanwy) nlasrasasseznauesllseidmaas
Ineasielmieiaguszasdlunms “adend” uaswanndszmaldiuardieluszozusauay
d‘l a [13 = 1 ar s a S o oar Y =
wernaue  “meden”  Tumswandsemaluszeznas  anginITe8AUNLINNITANYN
o T A& ¥ - 3 ey ar T 9 FU T a’: 9 Y =
MATUILAE NDNITTNVNATDUYRI¥ T LAGEAdueI “andhudh” 1Ty azfeuliiniy
T ¥ 1
FAauuunawn” snameusnnianitus e ‘A7 wazdrusvesdisiymainmsiiies
=3 Y =] o o Wasa 1 P o = :! = =
uazwieny  luvaz@erdu  duaeeliiu “958a”  Anlumskaaswazduneadiiinnig

ey a ar < a e d Y o v o
1]‘i3'ZIﬂﬂ']ﬁ'ﬂ‘il.l.’ﬁgl.‘ﬁ]ﬂﬂﬂHm‘l’lN“]ﬂ'F]WHTU'ENT]'J"U']H@"JUL‘D’HﬂH



239146

By focusing on an ethnic Thai-Lao spirit-medium cult, namely, Khwaung
Phii Fon (KPF), this research project examines issues concerning cultural constructs
of local knowledge in rural villages of Nakhon Ratchasima (a.k.a Khorat). Our team
of anthropologists conducted extensive fieldwork and library research during separate
periods from 1995 to 1997. A total of 78 KPFs from 44 villages in Pakthongchai,
Sung Noen, and Si Kieu Districts was selected and thoroughly studied. This project
also aims to discover a Thai way of thinking,” or what is known in Thai as a
“withikit,” by tracing back to the dawn of modernization in Thailand at the turn of
the twentieth century. We employed some selected theoretical arguments such as
those proposed by Michel Foucault and Clifford Geertz in our conceptualization and
interpretation.

Our findings reveal that, like other cultural constructs, the “withikit” is
culturally and politically invented--no inherent or natural. In Thailand, the * withikit
has beenz initiated mainly by the ruling elites, such as, the kings, nobles, and
intellectuals, throughout Thai state’s modern history. At the dawn of Thai
modemization, the official versions of  withikit. were centered in defining and
deciding national symbols, cultures, and institutions, whereas the contested visions of
nation-building and development have been put forward in recent decades by
independent scholars, university professors and non-government organization workers.
We argue that the KPFs display the Thai-Lao ethnic-based withikit,” which allows
villagers to depend on supematural and sociocultural powers. We believe that the
current economic and political crises in Thailand suggest an urgent need for a Thai
“withikit,” which is applicable in solving and overcoming these post-modern
economic hardships. It is suggested that the Thai-Lao as well as other ethnic-based
“withikit,” as shown in an example of the ritual of KPF, should be included in the
constructed body of Thai “withikit, as far as the Kingdom’s cultural politics is

concerned.





