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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study rubber growers’ opinions toward
agribusiness management, to explore their agribusiness knowledge needs, including their
problems and recommendations of rubber grower groups’ members in Nakhon Si Tammarat
Province.

The sample population under study were 170 members of the 17 Rubber Grower Groups.
The data were collected by questionnaire and statistically analysed by percentage, arithemetic
means, standard diviation and Chi-square test.

The research found that most of the rubber grower groups’ members were male with the
average age of 46.05 years. The average family size was 4.97 persons. Most of them finished
* primary school ( prathom 4 ). They were married and living together. Rubber production was their
main occupation. Their second occupation was paddy cultivation. They owned an average farm
size of 35.60 rai. The average land for rubber production was 26.91 rai, and their average land for
rubber tapping was 21.02 rai. The average saving deposit was 13,821.22 baht. They received
knowledge on agribusiness from newspaper and television. Their attitude on agribusiness
production ( rubber production ) was highly positive.

The agribusiness management concerning production factors that the grower groups

members have used were; labor and machine for soil preparation and weed eradication and rubber



cutting labor, the employment portion between the owner and employees for rubber cutting was
60:40. Fertilizer must be applied in both young and older than 6 years rubbers. Fertilizers were
brought from the retail shop in their local area. Other production factors that have used were
weed protection and eradication substances, latex ceramic cups, latex sieve etc. Majority of
earning was from rubber. The average yield of rubber latex was 277.24 kgs./rai/year that will be
used for making rubber sheet and smoked rubber sheet and the grower groups have to provide
their own fransportation. Market price checking will be done before they sold rubber to the iocal
merchants. Due to inadequate earnings, debt has occurred, they have made a loan with the Bank
of Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives.

From hypothesis testing, it was found that personal characteristics, social and economic
factors were not related to opinion of agribusiness management of rubber grower groups’
members except average land size was related to selling and marketing, management, budget
allocation and inputs supplies, and overall aspects. Income was related to management and overall
aspects. |

The knowledge of most rubber grower groups’ members needed involved marketing,
intercropping, and decreasing production cost.

Most of the rubber grower groups’ mermbers problems were low product prices, low

quality and expensive inputs, and short of cash credit.



