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Abstract

This thesis was intended to examine urban juveniles' social behaviors learning
in such areas as friends-making, consumption, recreation as well as learning
mechanisms leading to the acquisition of such behaviors.  The thesis relied on
observation, interview and focus group discussion techniques in collecting needed
data. Subsequently, collected data were checked and categorized before analytically
and descruptwely presented Research findings were as follows:

1. Four types of friends-associating behavior were identified : those with same
and opposite sexes; that with a collective group; and that with close friends. As
regards consumption behavior two types were discovered, individual preferences-
based and contemporary fashions-based. Recreational behaviors were found to have’
been quite similar. They were movies and'television viewing and music and song
tistening.

2. Urban juveniles acquired social behaviors both directly and indirectly. Direct

learning and acquisition resulted from family, school, relative and teacher efforts.



Indirectly speaking, urban juveniles learned and acquired social behaviors through their
observations and imitation of those behaviors exhibited by representatives/advocates of
various socialization agents/agencies including the mass media.

3. Family, school, peer group and mass media, though assuming different
roles, were found to have served as urban juveniles' social behaviors-refining

mechanisms. Obviously, Families played such role in every aspect of their lives.

- However, they had little influence over their adolescent charges, i.e., as transmitters,

they spent little time with them. Similarly, school teachers had little time to care for their
students and did not adjust themselves to their students. Therefore, the latter did not
have faith and confidence in the former. Peer groups, on the other hand, became more
influencial as social behaviors-refining/socializing agents. This was so because
adolescents needed friends and needed to be accepted by friends. Like-minded
friends were quite cépable of appreciating one another's feelings and concerns and,
therefore, able to mutually shape similar behaviors. Moreover, the mass media were
- found to have served as powerful indirect social behaviors-learning mechanisms since
they had at their disposal shrewd, modem gmd hi-tech information-transmitting means
such as visuals and sound. For example, they were able to powerfully transmit famous
stars’ or important figures' activities juveniles could imitate.

4. [twas found that motivation and desires served as powerful pushing factors
for juveniles to learn about and acquire certain social behaviors in order to fulfill their
social needs of recognition and admiration from their chosen groups. Inter-personal
relations are known to facilitate juveniles' learming opportunities. Those who are well
related to peers around them are in a better position to learn more. On the contrary,
those who are unable to get along with others will inevitably find their learning path and
opportunities considerably hindered. Moreover, juveniles’ individual ideosyncracies
recongnizably feature as another crucial internal factor that helps bring about their

differing social behaviors. | Those, for example, who are far-sighted will be more



enthusiastic to leam while those who are apathetic to those around them are more likely
to end up With undesirable behaviors. Finally, socio-economic, cultural and
environmental factors constitute, individually and collectively, the context which
stimulates, shapes and brings about in each juvenile and among them differing rules-

learning outcomes and personal values.



