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This research has the following objectives: to study the needs of World Wide
Web-based alternative media for copyrighted computer software in their content
production on the World Wide Web; to study the financial burden that the copyrighted
software has incurred upon operators of these media.; to study factors that influence these
operators in their decision about using copyrighted versus non-copyrighted software; to
study the consequences of their decision in these matters; and to compile opinions of
operators of alternative media about the righteousness of the copyright system of
computer software. This study uses a qualitative approach and draws upon the theoretical
framework that include the following perspectives — political economy, right to
information, intellectual property system, and mass media under social influence, Six
alternative media that differ in their content orientation are chosen as case studies.

The research has these findings:

1) the high cost of commercial software plays a significant role in shaping the forms
and services relating to the content produced and disseminated to public by the
studied alternative media;

2) copyrighted software or the right to use it is a major financial burden for web-
based alternative media wishing to produce content on the web, when taking into
account their capital, revenue, and operation expenditure;

3) factors that influence these operators of alternative media about choosing software
program include social factors, political factors, factors relating to right holder,
factors relating to sources of information, factors regarding channels and users of
information; factors regarding customers and advertising industry, supply-side
factors, management factors, and technical production factors;

4) the use of non-copyrighted software which is not costly enables the studied
alternative media to pursue their non-profit endeavor. Quality work and freedom
from market influence are evident advantages of using non-copyrighted software.
However, these alternative media also face major limitations, barriers, and
inconveniences in their operation, as a result of the risks involved from using non-
copyrighted software;

5) The perspective on individual’s natural right, which is one of the perspectives on
intellectual property system, is the mainstream way of thinking that dominates the
mindset of most interview subjects that are operators of web-based alternative
media. These subjects support the copyright system of computer software and
could not see through the political economic structure behind the system that
perpetuates domination and injustice in the public right to access information.



