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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the motivational factors of first-year students who decided to
continue their undergraduate study in the early childhood education program at Suan Dusit Rajabhat University
through four aspects—self development/personal reasons, related persons, reputation of the university, and
social values—and to compare the four aspects based on students’ demographics.

The population was 220 first-year students who studied in early childhood education program at
Suan Dusit Rajabhat University in the 2010 academic year. The research instruments were a questionnaire
and interview questions constructed by the researcher. Data were analyzed by descriptive statistics (frequency,
percentage, arithmetic mean and standard deviation), t-test, and one-way ANOVA.

The research results were as follows:

1. The motivational factor that affected the students’ decision making the most was self development
and personal reasons, while the factor that affected their decision making the least was related persons.

2. The students who were different in gender, parents’ occupations, parents’ educational background,
and family monthly incomes were insignificantly different in their motivational factors. However, students
who were different in their accumulated grade point average (GPA) in grade 12 and their ranks and choice of

preferred universities/programs were significantly different in their motivational factors (p = .05).
Keywords: Motivational factors, Early childhood education
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