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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to analyze the reasons why Wat Sai Floating Market has lost popularity,
to study conservation tourism administration of the market and to suggest the guidelines for its development
and rejuvenation. The qualitative method used in this study was the in-depth interview. Fifty-seven interviews
were conducted with five groups of people comprising of community leaders, government officers, market
traders, tourists, and private and public entrepreneurs. For the quantitative method, 430 questionnaires were
distributed to community members. Collected data were analyzed by using the descriptive analysis method.

It can be seen from the study that there were many problems in the management of Wat Sai Floating
Market including an internal conflict, a prosperity flow into the community area, and a change of traditional
living. For these reasons, the floating market and water transportation have become less important and have
been replaced by land transportation and commerce on land. Though there were many endeavors to improve
Wat Sai Floating Market, they failed because many tourists were disappointed with the place they visited. The
number of tourists has decreased, and therefore the traders lost their profit and moved to other places. Until
now, there have been no plans to redevelop Wat Sai Floating Market.

Previously, the tourism management of Wat Sai Floating Market was not popular in terms of
conservation tourism when compared to the present, and the result was that the market became less affected
by tourism activities. Until 2002, the Jomthong District Office started recovering Wat Sai Floating Market
and accepted the conservation tourism concepts. As a result, many projects were implemented to preserve and
recover the traditions and values of the floating market. In addition, the projects aimed to promote careers, to
earn incomes in local areas and to support community participation. Although there have been many projects,
Wat Sai Floating Market has not met the serious administration of tourism conservation until now.

The research concluded that applying the conservation tourism theory could not revive Wat Sai
Floating Market since the traditional life style has completely gone and therefore there is nothing to conserve.

In contrast if a restoration was made for selling general products, it could be possible to revitalize the market.
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Today many people visit Wat Sai Land Market for shopping. If conservation of this heritage site is important,

a memorial party of Wat Sai Floating Market should be organized on a yearly basis.
Keywords: Floating Market, Conservation Tourism, Tourism Management, Cultural Attraction
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