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52920862 : M.P.H. (PUBLIC HEALTH)
KEYWORD: HEALTH BEHAVIOR/ KNOWLEDGE/ PRACTICE/ DENGUE FEVER/
PREVENTION DISEASE
PONGPITAK SUPROM: COMPARISON PEOPLE’S BEHAVIORS TO PREVENT
DENGUE HEAMORRHAGIC FEVER IN EPIDEMIC AREA AND NON EPIDEMIC AREA
IN NONGVANG, SOMDET DISTRICT, KALASIN PROVINCE. ADVISOR: PRAPA
NUNTHAWARASILP, Ph.D., 93 P. 2010.

‘ LDengue hemorrhagic fever is a major public health problem in Thailand, especially in
Nongwang Subdistrict, Kalasin Province. People’s behaviors to prevent Dengue Hemorrhagic
Fever are important to decrease the spread of this disease. This study aimed to compare the
people’s behaviors to prevent dengue fever between people in the epidemic and non epidemic
areas The sample consisted of 337 people who were randomly selected from Nong Waeng
district, Kalasin province. Data were collected by interview and analyzed by percentage, mean,
standard deviation, t—test and two-way analysis of variance. The results were as follow:

Knowledge about prevention was in moderate level for 42.9 percent of people in the
epidemic area and high level for 38.5 percent of people. People’s knowledge about prevention
was in moderate level for 58.6 percent and in high level of 19.9 percent of people in the non-
epidemic area. The mean scores of knowledge between people in the epidemic and non epidemic
area were not significantly different. These comparisons were analyzed again with covariate
variables (gender, age, education, occupation and income of people), it was found that only
income and epidemic area had interaction to effect the knowledge of people. When controlling
for the variable of income, it was found that for people with income less than 30,000 Baht per
year, people in epidemic area - had more knowledge, but with income between 50,000 — 70,000
Baht per year people in' non epidemic area had more knowledge.

In the epidemic area, people had awareness about prevention in moderate level (48.1
percent) and low level (47.4 percent), but the area where Dengue did not spread, most people’s
awareness about pre‘véntion was in a moderate level (71.8 percent). The mean scores of
awareness between people in the epidemic and non epidemic area were significantly different. In

non epidemic areas, awareness was higher. These comparisons were analyzed again with
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covariate variables (gender, age, education, occupation and income of people), it was found that
only income and epidemic area had interaction to effect the awareness of people. When
controlling for the income variable, it was found that people with income more than 30,000 Bath
per year and people in non epidemic area had more awareness.

Therefore, to reduce the spread of dengue fever, health authorities should regularly
promote awareness among lower income people to reinforce their knowledge of control

techniques.
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