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Abstract TE137572

HIV infected children have impaired immunity in which they can casilly get
opportunistic infcctions, and arc brought to sce the doctor very often.  This may stimulate them
to think about their illness. Perceptions of illness may affect the children’ s behaviors. This
descriptive rescarch aimed to determine the pereeptions of illness among HIV infected children
after story telling with a comic book. The purposive sample was 20 HIV infected children,
ranging from 6 1o 13 ycars old, attcnding a University Hospital in Thailand during Junc, 2002
to November, 2002. The research instruments consisted of a demographic data form, an
opcen-cnded intervicw about perception of ilincss, and the planning of story telling with
Mrs. Nisachol Ounjit’ s the Davimon Fairy Tale. Data were analyzed using descriptive
statistics and content analysis. The results of the study indicated that ;

HIV Infected children stated that the fairy tale was cntertaining and they gained
knowledge about germs and taking medicine to alleviate illncss. The pereeptions of illness
among these children were :

1. Perception of illncss was deseribed in five groups; 1) Ilincss and treatments
were related to current symptoms and the symtoms told to them by their parents, 2) Illness was
related to current symptoms and follow up visits, 3) Iliness was related to current symptoms and
the illness was caused by their own behaviors, 4) Iliness was caused by germs but they could
not explain how it worked, and 5) llness was caused by germs which destroyed immunity cells.

2. Perception of health status was described in two groups ; 1) They had the view
that they were unhealthy, had germs in their bodies and that their illness was related to current
symptoms but not to AIDS , 2) They had the view that they were healthy and did not have

germs in their bodies.

3. Perception of making their recovery was described as taking medicine and
keeping themselves fit.

4. Perception of the impact of illness was described as being unable to study at

school and rarely having friends.



