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ABSTRACT
TE 157878

It is important for the caregivers of person with schizophrenia to be aware of patient
rights so that they can protect and exercise the patient rights during hospitalization. The purpose
of this descriptive study was to examine perception levels of patient rights among the carcgivers
of person with schizophrenia. The purposive sampling was used to select 243 caregivers of
person with schizophrenia who were admitted to the in patient department of Suanprung
Psychiatric Hospital, Chiang Mai Province, during January and February 2004. The study
instrument is a set of two parts questionnaire, demographic data and the Patient Rights
Questionnaire developed by Kunrayanee Kaukoprom (2000). The Cronbach’s alpha coefficient of
the questionnaire was 0.97. The data were analyzed by using descriptive statistics.

The results revealed that the caregivers of person with schizophrenia had high
perception level of patient rights. Considering to each aspect of patient rights, it was found that
the perception level of health care services aspect was at the highest level, while the perception
levels of information access aspect, treatment decision aspect, and privacy right aspect were at a

high level.
The study results can be used as basic information to plan and develop educational

activities for caregiving to person with schizophrenia, related to the patient rights. These activities
with be beneficial in enhancing an understanding of patient rights in caregivers of person with

schizophrenia and allowing them to exercise these rights for person with schizophrenia

appropriately.





