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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to: (1) study the roles of people’s politics in
promoting accord; (2) study factors that enable people’s politics to promote accord; and
(3) recommend ways to foster the role of people’s politics in promoting accord.

This was a qualitative research. The data collection tool was an interview form. The
sample population of 19 people was chosen to represent several groups, namely leaders of
organizations with political, economic or social roles; leaders of environmental conservation
organizations; leaders of other organizations; and local political office holders in the case study
area, consisting of kumnan and village headmen. Data were analyzed by descriptive analysis.

The results showed that (1) people’s politics played an important role in promoting
accord, especially by managing conflicts over land ownership. Methods of conciliation, assisting,
improving, solving and preventing conflicts were employed by listening to people’s opinions,
avoiding the use of violence, restoring social order, and enforcing rules fairly and impartially.
(2) The factors that enabled people’s politics to have a role in promoting accord were public
conscience, enthusiasm, highly participatory citizens, and opportunities to freely express ideas.
(3) Ways of fostering the role of people’s politics in promoting accord are to let people’s politics
expand its role in setting national and local level policies and to encourage communities in

society to be more responsible for self government with less outside control.
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