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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the internal and external factors that
affected the political participation of laborers at Navanakorn Industrial Estate, Pathum Thani
Province.

This was both a qualitative and quantitative research. For the quantitative portion,
the sample population consisted of 400 laborers working at factories in the Navanakorn Industrial
Estate. Data were collected using a questionnaire and analyzed using percentages, means, and
standard deviation. For the qualitative portion, data were collected through guided interviews with
a sample population of 16 key informants who were labor organization leaders at Navanakorn
Industrial Estate, and data were analyzed descriptively.

The results showed that: (1) The internal factor of wages/pay rate had the most
effect on the political participation of laborers at Navanakorn Industrial Estate. (2) The external
factor of labor-related laws and Acts had the most effect on the political participation of laborers
at Navanakorn Industrial Estate. (3) A statistically significant relationship (p > 0.05) was found
between political participation and both internal and external factors. The samples’ opinions
about the internal and external factors had a strong effect on their decisions to participate in the
political process. (4) The recommendations were to raise the wage rate to better match the cost of
living, to pass legislation that would give laborers a better quality of life, and to seriously and
continuously educate laborers about the political process. (5) Data from the qualitative portion of
the research showed that the labor leaders were in agreement with the opinions that the majority
of the laborers expressed in the questionnaires. They also recommended that the role of a tripartite

body representing employees, employers and the government should be expanded.

Keywords: Political participation, Laborers, Navanakorn Industrial Estate, Pathum Thani Province
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