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Abstract

The objectives of this research were: (1) to study the role of the Buddhist
clergy in building a democratic political culture in Krabi Province; (2) to study the
problems and obstacles faced by the clergy in that role; (3) to recommend ways to
solve those problems.

This was a qualitative study based on documentary research and interviews
with key informants, consisting of 15 Buddhist monks in Krabi. Data were analyzed
through descriptive analysis.

The results showed that: (1) Monks in Krabi have a good level of
knowledge and understanding of Buddhism and a fair knowledge of democracy. The
role of the Buddhist clergy in promoting democratic political culture was rather
limited and stayed within the bounds of what was allowed by the discipline of their
order. However, several of the monks interviewed did have an indirect role in
disseminating ideas and knowledge about democracy to the people through their
sermons and informal discussions. (2) One of the major problems was criticism
against monks for getting involved in politics. In particular, the monks felt that people
would disapprove if a monk endorsed or supported any local politician up for election.
Some of the monks did not want to have anything to do with politics. Also, many of
the monks lacked understanding of the true meaning of democracy. (3)
Recommendations for solving these problems are that the Sangha Supreme Council of
Thailand should issue regulations governing monks’ roles in promoting democracy;
and monks should use new methods to educate people about the democratic system,
such as speaking to student groups and acting as democracy advisers to various
organizations and agencies.
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