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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the characteristics of the political content
concerning the Abhisit Vejjajira government presented in political cartoons by the mass media.

This was a qualitative study based on political cartoons from Matichon newspaper.
The sample population consisted of the “Sol” and “Gao Lao Cham Lek” cartoons that were
published in Matichon newspaper from 17 December 2008 to 31 May 2010. Photos were taken of
the cartoons and they were collected in a book to study the political content. Data were analyzed
by descriptive analysis.

The results showed that the political content concerning the Abhisit Vejjajiva
government that was communicated in the political cartoons focused on two major issues: (1) The
issue of the legitimacy of the government. Even though the Abhisit Vejjajiva government was
voted in by the members of Parliament as called for in the constitution, so it can be considered
legally legitimate, still the government lacked political legitimacy because it was not accepted by
opposing groups. It was observed that the Abhisit Vejjajiva government was supported and
propped up by the military. Related issues included the leadership of the prime minister and the
roles and behavior of other ministers in the Cabinet. (2) The issue of the stability of the
government. The content pointed out a lack of unity in the coalition government and problems
with the efficiency and effectiveness of the government. There were conflicts between the
different political parties that made up the coalition. The government was able to govern the
country efficiently to a certain degree, but the effectiveness and efficiency of the government’s
policies left something to be desired. There was little public approval for the government’s work
results, especially the policies of the minor parties that were part of the coalition. There were

problems of corruption in various projects.
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