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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) the role of municipal council
members in auditing the administrative branch’s use of power; (2) the methods that municipal
council members used to audit the administrative branch’s use of power; (3) problems and
obstacles in the municipal council members’ role; and (4) recommendations to solve those
problems.

This was a qualitative research based on data from the minutes of municipal council
meetings and in-depth interviews with a sample population of 30 people, consisting of 6 members
each from the municipal councils of 5 municipalities in Pak Chong District, Nakhon Ratchasima
Province. Data were collected using an interview form and analyzed by descriptive analysis.

The results showed that: (1) The majority of municipal council members had a minor
role in auditing the administrative branch’s use of power. (2) Their auditing methods consisted of
formal discussions and questioning at municipal council meetings, organizing special ad hoc
meetings, and inspection of the administrators’ work activities. (3) The problems they
encountered in this role were a lack of leadership, failure to be representatives of the public, lack
of knowledge and understanding of the role of municipal council members, lack of auditing
power under the law, and the influence of the mayor over the municipal council members.

(4) Recommendations to solve these problems are to make municipal council members more
efficient in their auditing role, to reduce people’s dependence on the heads of political groups, to
create a check on power by requiring the mayor’s term to expire and the municipal council to be
dissolved, and to have the public participate in auditing the use of power.
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