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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) the political participation of
employees of the Provincial Electricity Authority (PEA) in the public hearings organized under
an order of the Office of the Prime Minister in 2005; (2) the following of the public hearing
process in public hearings concerning the privatization of PEA; and (3) problems with and
obstacles to the public hearings on the privatization of PEA.

This was quantitative research based on a sample population of 366 employees of the
Provincial Electricity Authority (PEA) working at the PEA headquarters located in Lat Yao,
Chatuchak, Bangkok. Data were collected using a questionnaire and analyzed using percentages,
mean, standard deviation, t-test, F-test, and one-way ANOVA.

The results showed that (1) the majority of PEA employees had a high level of
participation in the public hearings. (2) the following of the public hearing process for public
hearings on the privatization of PEA was rated on average as “medium;” (3) the majority of
sample strongly agreed that there were problems with the public hearing process. Hypothesis
testing showed that the personal factors of sex, age, income, education, number of years as an
employee of PEA, and employment level were not related to opinion on cooperating with the
public hearings, supporting the public hearings, participation in the hearings, and opposition to
privatization of PEA. The recommendation for solving the problems is to make a law that the
legislators must listen to the public’s opinions as an important principle for broad acceptance of

the public hearing process.

Keywords: political participation, public hearing, state enterprise privatization, Provincial

Electricity Authority



