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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the internal and external factors that caused candidates to
lose elections.

This was a qualitative study. The sample population, chosen through purposive sampling, consisted of
2 candidates who had run for the position of chairman of theChumpol Sub-district Administrative Organization and
had not won and 10 canvassers who had supported them. Data were collected using a structured interview form for in-
depth interviews and an observation form for both participatory and non-participatory observation. Data were
analyzed descriptively.

The results showed that (1) the internal factors that contributed to the failure of the candidates to win the
election were their backgrounds, qualifications, personal characteristics, policies, strategies, and capital. The limitations of
their backgrounds were the status of their families and lack of a large network of relatives and friends in the community.
The limitations of their personalities were lack of outstanding leadership and self confidence. In terms of policies, they
lacked election policies to motivate the public. For campaign strategies they used only signs, pamphlets, radio spots
and meeting the public. Their funding was limited. (2)The external factors were the local socio-economic and
political situation, their rival candidates, and the canvassers and supporters. The economic situation in the
constituency overall is average, except for the community around SoiWagaf, which is mostly poor, landless
citizens. The social situation is semi-rural/semi-urban. Political competition is strong with two distinct factions.
The election committee could only play the role of setting the rules and overseeing the election. The local
election laws provided action guidelines for candidates and for voters, but they were not strictly enforced. The
rival candidate who won the election had high social status with a wide network of supporters. The supporters
of the candidates who did not win were leaders of small groups or religious teachers. The canvassers were not

strong because they lacked confidence in the candidates, and some were imposters pretending to be canvassers.

Keywords:factors, failed candidates, election, Sub-district Administrative Organization Chairman,
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