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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the political role of Mr. Banyat
Bantadtan when he was head of the Democrat Party in 2003 — 2005.

This was a qualitative research. The sample population, chosen through
purposive sampling, consisted of 13 people who were Democrat politicians,Peua Thali
Party politicians, politicians belonging to newer parties, journalists, community
leaders, and academics. Data were collected using an in-depth interview form and
were analyzed descriptively.

The results showed that (1) Mr. Banyat Bantadtan’s roles in the Parliament
were starting a debate on proposed legislation to control Members of Parliament,
being expert on law, proposing draft legislation, expressing opinions, answering
questions, analyzing the political situation in a reasonable way, being the party’s main
speaker, speaking clearly and credibly on issues to persuade other Members of
Parliament, and acting as a member of a coalition government coordination committee
to set up a government and solve problems in the Parliament. (2) Outside Parliament,
Mr. Banyat Bantadtan played the role of deputy Cabinet minister in several ministries
including the Ministry of the Interior and the Ministry of Science, Technology and
Energy, and the role of Deputy Prime Minister. (3) As head of the Democrat Party,
Mr. Banyat Bantadtan’s roles were brainstorming to form public policy, providing
funding to support and develop branches of the party, recruiting new party members,
encouraging party branches to join in activities with their constituents, monitoring and
inspecting the work of government agencies, opposing legislation that could cause
problems, posing questions about suspicious issues, and raising a no-confidence
debate.
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