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ABSTRACT

At present most Thai agriculturists often face a problem concerning low price of
agriculture product due to low quality of soil. Therefore, in order to increase a number of
agricultural products, fertilizers are used. Fertilizers play an important role to agriculture.
However, Thailand does not have material to produce chemical fertilizers. It is necessary to
import fertilizer materials, components of chemical fertilizers and instant chemical fertilizers to
produce and distribute chemical fertilizers to agriculturists. Once one of the processes such as
production, importation and distribution of chemical fertilizers occurs abroad, there are problems
such as fake fertilizers, and nonstandard fertilizers, which cause difficulty to agriculturists.

This study finds that free trade causes problems to chemical fertilizer business in
Thailand. The problems begin with importation of fertilizer materials and of instant chemical
fertilizers, then mixing these fertilizers with raw material easily found in Thailand. Major
chemical fertilizer business operators import such fertilizers to distribute or produce and then
distribute via distributers or retailers. Nevertheless, there is no specific law concerning each
process. Responsible authorities, moreover, cannot fully provide protection to agriculturists
because of many hurdles. Strictly speaking, some laws such as direct sale of chemical fertilizers,
and advertisement are unclear. There is no legal provision concerning controlling promotion in
advertisement. Punishment is difficult to prove and does not respond to agriculturists’ actual
needs.

From the abovementioned problems, this author recommends adding new provisions
in the Fertilizer Act B.E. 2518 (1975) as amended by the Fertilizer Act (No. 2) B.E. 2550 (2007)

in issues concerning standard of production, importation, and distribution of chemical fertilizers.



It should specify standard of each process. An advertisement of chemical fertilizer should
mention its component and chemical qualification so it is easy to check. A provision mentioning
“chemical fertilizers cannot be merchandise in any direct business.” should be added. It should
also prescribe an imprisonment and a fine, remedial measures and civil compensation to
agriculturists. A department should be established to control and regulate issues concerning
fertilizers. Furthermore, the government should have a clear policy concerning suppressing fake

fertilizers and nonstandard fertilizers.
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