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" GG Article 62 [Composition]

The Federal Government shall consist of the Federal Chancellor and the Federal Ministers.

* THE CONSTITUTION OF JAPAN Article 66: The Cabinet shall consist of the Prime Minister,
who shall be its head, and other Ministers of State, as provided for by law. 2) The Prime Minister and other
Ministers of State must be civilians. 3) The Cabinet shall, in the exercise of executive power, be collectively
responsible to the Diet.

* GG Article 65 [Authority within the Federal Government]

The Federal Chancellor shall determine and be responsible for the general guidelines of policy.

Within these limits each Federal Minister shall conduct the affairs of his department independently and on his
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own responsibility. The Federal Government shall resolve differences of opinion between Federal Ministers.
The Federal Chancellor shall conduct the proceedings of the Federal Government in accordance with rules of
procedure adopted by the Government and approved by the Federal President.
* THE CABINET LAW (Law No.5 of 1947, as Amended) Article 2
(1) The Cabinet shall be composed of the Prime Minister, who shall be its head, and Ministers of
State appointed by the Prime Minister.
(2) The number of Ministers of State provided in the preceding paragraph shall be not more than
fourteen. However, if required by special circumstances, the number may be increased by not more than three,

to make the total not more than seventeen.
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s Geschéftsordnung der Bundesregierung vom 11. Mai 1951
§24
1. Die Bundesregierung ist beschlu3fahig, wenn einschlieBlich des Vorsitzenden die Halfte der
Bundesminister anwesend ist.
2. Die Bundesregierung fafit ihre Beschliisse mit Stimmenmehrheit. Bei Stimmengleichheit
entscheidet die Stimme des Vorsitzenden.
*“ THE CABINET LAW (Law No.5 of 1947, as Amended) Article 4
(1) The Cabinet shall perform its functions through Cabinet Meetings.
(2) The Prime Minister shall preside over Cabinet Meetings. Upon such occasion, the Prime
Minister may propose items including the basic principals concerning the important policies of the Cabinet.
(3) Each Minister may submit to the Prime Minister any question or matter and ask for a Cabinet

Meeting therefore.
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*" The Cabinet Manual
4.42 There is no set quorum for Cabinet and Cabinet committee meetings. The decision to proceed
with a meeting is made by the chair of the Cabinet committee, on the advice of the Cabinet Secretariat.
* Cabinet Manual 2008
5.60 A quorum for Cabinet meetings is half the full membership of Cabinet, plus one. The chair of
a Cabinet meeting may vary the quorum requirements, if necessary.
* Cabinet Manual 2008
5.61 There is no formal quorum for Cabinet committee meetings, although it is usually regarded as
being three members. The quorum is decided by the chair of the meeting, taking into account the importance of
the items under consideration, the presence of appropriate Ministers, and the advisability of taking decisions if

few Ministers are present.
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* Cabinet Manual 2008
5.8 Cabinet committees derive their powers from Cabinet. All Cabinet committee decisions are
reported to Cabinet for confirmation, and Cabinet retains the ultimate power of decision. Cabinet committee
decisions may not be acted on until they have been confirmed (or amended) by Cabinet (except as set out in
paragraph 5.9). Cabinet considers all committee decisions and frequently amends a committee decision or asks

a committee to consider a matter further.
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" THE CABINET LAW (Law No.5 of 1947, as Amended) Article 2
(1) The Cabinet shall be composed of the Prime Minister, who shall be its head, and Ministers of
State appointed by the Prime Minister.
(2) The number of Ministers of State provided in the preceding paragraph shall be not more than
fourteen. However, if required by special circumstances, the number may be increased by not more than three,

to make the total not more than seventeen.
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* Cabinet Manual 2008
5.9 Occasionally, Cabinet will authorise a Cabinet committee or specified Ministers to have
“power to act” (that is, power to take a final decision) on a clearly defined item. Where a committee or specified
Ministers take a decision under power to act, that decision can be acted on immediately. Approval for power to
act is usually sought by way of an oral item at Cabinet. Decisions taken by a Cabinet committee under power to
act are reported to Cabinet in the usual way. When authorising decisions to be taken by a specified group of

Ministers under power to act, Cabinet may request that the Ministers report back to Cabinet.
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