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AKKALUX LAOCHAROEN : A COMPARISON OF ACADEMIC
ACHIEVEMENT OF EAR-TRAINING IN THE COURSE OF MUSIC SKILL I
BETWEEN SEPARATE. RHYTHM AND MELODY METHODOLOGY AND
COMBINATION METHODOLOGY FOR MATTAYOMSUKSA 1, DRAMATIC ARTS
COLLEGE. THESIS ADVISORS: SAKCHAI HIRUNRAK , B.A. , MA. , SUGREE
CHAROENSQOK, B.Ed., MMM.E., D.A. (MUSIC), ANAK CHARANYANANDA, B.Ed,,
M.M., WANEE LUDDAKLOM B.Ed., M.A. 190 P. ISBN 974 - 665—415-2

The purpose of this research was to study the level of academic achievement of
Ear - training in the course of Music Skill I, Mattayomsuksa 1, Dramatic Arts College, using ‘
2 different methodologies. The 2 methodologies compared were “separate rhythm and
melody methodology” and “combination methodology™.

The population for this work was the first semester of beginner level 1 students at
Dramatic Arts College, academic year 2000. The sample group was 48 beginner level 1 students
who majored in western music performance and western vocal performance. They were
randomly selected and divided into two groups, with 24 students per group. The experimental
group was taught by separate rhythm and melody methodology and the control group was taught
by the combination methodology. The sampled sessions were ten periods long, and lasted fifty
minutes per period. The instruments for collectiﬁg data were the progressive tests of rhythm,
sight singing and dictation.

The results of this research were that the efficiency of rthythm clapping and sight
singing between the experimental group and the control group were statistically different at .05
significance. The efficiency of learning of the experimental group is higher than the control
group. The efficiency of the dictation test between the experimental group and the control

group are statistically not different at .05 significance.
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Executive Summary
of the Thesis titled

A comparison of academic achievement of ear — training
in the course of Music Skill I
between separate rhythm and melody methodology
and combination methodology for mattayom suksa 1,
Dramatic Arts College. Bangkok, Thailand.

Introduction

Dramatic Arts College (DAC) is the first school of Thailand that specializes in
teaching music and drama. This school is under the control of the drama and music
institute, Fine Arts Department of Ministry of Education. It was open since may 17,
1824, named “Nattaduriyankkasatara School”. This school is emphasized on the
drama and music cultural conservation in progress. Drama and music help improve
human intelligence, spirit, society, as well as mental and physical health, as well as to
help in developing the Cognitive Affective and Psychomotor domainof learning.

Students who finished grade 6 (Pratom 6) can be able to continue studying
Beginner Level 1 (or Mattayom 1) at DAC, majoring in:

Thai dramatic art
Thai music performance
Thai vocal performance

. Western dramatic art (Ballet)
Western music performance
Western vocal performance

O ok LG

Students who are majoring in western musical performance and Western
vocal performance have to learn western music skill thirteen periods per week. (50
minutes per period) Western music skill course divides into the following subjects:

1. Western music skill or voice 11 periods
2. Western music theory 1 period
3. Ear- Training 1 period

The content of theory of music, specify in DAC 1978 curriculum (revised
1991), is clearly assigned for all level of beginners. For Ear-training, there is still no
course description or specific scope of course. The curriculum only mentions that the
purpose of Ear-training course is to make “students do the notation by Ear-training”.
Therefore in Ear-training class, students generally do the melodic or rhythmic
dictation. For example, dictating the simple 4 measures melody, which have been
composed by teachers or chosen from the traditional tune. They also dictate assigned
the rhythmic pattern and the key signature composed by teachers. Students will listen
about 2 or 3 melodies per period.- Teachers give the answer by, writing on the
blackboard or check student’s answers directly. This way of teaching directly satisfies



fiudfiaIneds yvinndoufiaa R, (AUAS) /185

the purpose of the curriculum. There are still no teaching materials for Ear-training,
such as activities or books, and still no pattern about each level of contents. All level
of teaching contents have been designed by teachers.

According to the study of present teaching materials, the author found the
interesting teaching system of Edwin E. Gordon. He submits the theory of learning
music by model. The idea is, to have students learn by combination between musical
elements and skill. Gordon divides the learning progression into two parts: tonal and
thythm. Each part has teaching plan and progression, which contain of the musical
developing system. All level of contents has related to each other. The order of
lesson starts with skill followed by theory. After students understand the skill, they
can learn the theory. Starting with the theory makes students confused about the -
theory and how it is related with the skill they have learnt.

The author is interested in teaching Ear-training by separating the rhythmic
pattern and melody. (Hence force SRM) For thythm, students study and clap the
thythmic pattern before studying the rhythmic sign. For melody, students sing and do
the hand sign before study the notation. This way of teaching is different with the
normal way that students listen to the rhythmic pattern and melody at the same time
and do the notation.

The author realized that Ear-training is very important for western music
students. Therefore, this research focuses on studying and compares the learning
achievement between teaching by separate rhythm and melody method and
combination method. This experiment is also for making suitable method for teaching
Ear-training. Ear-training exercise book for western music and vocal beginner level 1
students of DAC have been created.  The author’s method of teaching is beginning
with listening to the rhythmic pattern and melody, then notate them. Students will
first imitate their teacher then do it themselves. The notation will start from simple
melody or rhythm then the rhythm and melody will get more delicate. The result of
the research can help Ear-training teaching more effective.

Purposes of the Research

1. Comparing the academic results of clapping and sight singing between
separate rhythm and melody methodology and combination methodology.

2. Comparing the academic results of dictation between separate rhythm
and melody methodology and combination methodology.

Research Hypothesis

1. The academic achievement of clapping and sight — singing by separate
thythm and melody methodology has a higher than combination methodology.

2. The academic achievement of dictation by separate rhythm and
melody methodology has a higher than combination methodology.



ondnuel duedy Executive summary /186

Advantage

1. This research will increase new innovation of Ear-training course for
beginner level 1 (Mattayom suksa 1) of DAC

2. This research will help Ear-training teachers to develop their teaching
ability for higher level Ear-training courses.

3. The result can be a selective data for choosing the most suitable method for
ear training course of DAC.

4. Students can be able to learn all music skill at the same time, and
coordinate with all teaching activities.

5. Students can apply this knowledge to help their major subject.

Scope of Research

1. This research focuses on the major performance (Instrument and
Vocal) of western music in the first semester of Matthayom Suksa 1, Academic
year 2543 (000), Dramatic Arts College. Bangkok, Thailand.

2. The contents of study include practise skill of music are listening,
sight — singing, clapping and dictation base on theory of music for Matthayom
Suksa 1, Dramatic Arts College. Bangkok, Thailand.

Method of research

The population for this work is the first semester of beginner level 1 students
of DAC, academic year 2000.

The sample group has 48 beginner level 1 students, major in western music
performance and western vocal performance, who were randomly selected and
divided into two groups; the experimental group and control group.

24 students of experimental group learn by SRM method of teaching.
24 students of control group learn by the general method of teaching.

Research Materials

The followings are materials the use in this research:

1. Lesson plan of ear training in Do So 011 and Kho So 011 from beginner
level 1, DAC, which was designed by the author.

2. Instruments used for collecting data:
- The paper for the progressive test of SRM and general method lesson
plan, which consists of the assessment of rhythmic skill, sight singing and notation in
ear training. :
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- The paper for posttest of SRM and general method, consist of the
assessment of rhythmic skill, sight singing and notation in ear training.

Procedures
Steps for constructing the research instruments are as follows:

1. Construct the ear training lesson plans: 10 plans for each SRM method and
general method. Each plan is for teaching 1 period, with 50 minutes for each period.
The beginner level | ear training and sight singing course contains the listening skill
training, rhythmic skill, sight singing and dictation. For the contents, the author was
aspired by the study of documents, related dissertation, as well as the research
advisors design the content in order of difficulty.

2. Find the standard deviation of content, evaluated by the western music
committees.

3. Construct the listening, sight singing, sight reading, and notation exercises,
following the lesson plans.

4. Construct the teaching materials, which are related with the content and
activities in the lesson plan..

5. Improve and correct the constructed materials according to the suggestion
of the research advisors.

6. Test the lesson plans and exercises before use. The improved version of all
materials are then used with the students, as the following steps:

First test: small group performance test (3 students), then improve the
materials again.

Second test: small group performance test (5 students), used the improved
version of the first test.

7. Re-improve and correcting the constructed materials according to the
suggestion of the research advisors before use.

8. Improve the lesson plan and categorize topics as follow:

8.1 Concept

8.2 Objectives

8.3 Contents

8.4 Lesson activities

8.5 Lesson materials

8.6 Measurement and evaluation
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Data Collecting
Steps for collecting data are as follows:

1. The final version of all materials are used for teaching beginner level 1 of
western music performance and voice performance students. Students are divided into
two groups. The experiment group was taught by the author, using SRM method and
the control group, teaching by the co-teacher, using the general method of teaching.
The treatment sessions are ten periods long per each lesson plan.

2. There are also measurement and evaluation of two methods of teaching
both during and after each period of treatment. The tests consist of clapping the
thythm, sight reading-sight singing, and dictation. The results of each test are
statistical analyzed.

Discussion and Conclusion
Conclusion of the Results

1. The efficiency of clapping and sight singing between the experimental
group and the control group are statistically different at .05 of significance. The
efficiency in learning of the experimental group is higher than expected compared the
control group.

2. The efficiency of dictation test between the experimental group and the
control group are statistically not different. The value is at .05 of significance. This
does not meet expected criteria.

Discussion
Rhythm test

According to the second table, the ability of rhythmic clapping of the
experimental group taught by SRM method, is higher than the control group which
taught by general method. This is because the experimental group clapps after -
listening to the rhythmic pattern. The students in experimental group also had an
opportunity to learn different rhythmic pattern by using flash cards. After they
correctly clapped, students learnt the rhythmic notation symbol. At the same time
students in the control group learnt the rhythmic symbol first, then started clap the
thythmic pattern. Students in this group may be confused about each symbol, which
make the lower testing score than the experimental group.

The result is according to Lowel Masson’s theory. Masson mentioned that the
best step for learning music is theory after skill. Students should hear the sound
before learning symbols.

Sight singing test

According to the third table, the ability of sight singing of the experimental
group taught by SRM method, is higher than the control group taught by the general
method. This is because the experimental group is singing the pitches by using hand
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sign. The hand sign helps students understand the ascending and descénding of
pitches. In singing, the tonic is movable, according to the student’s range of voice.
Students sang the pitches they have heard, short song exercises, as well as the
intervals before they learnt the notation symbols. Students in the control group sang
by reading music, then sang after hearing the teacher plays the pitches on the piano.
Therefore, students in this group sometimes could not sing the pitches that their
teacher played and could not improve their voice. Perhaps they were also bored of the
lesson.

The result is according to the singing teaching method of Sally Scholl., et al.,
whom also use the SRM method of teaching. Sally’s concept of teaching rhythm is
beginning from simple time, compound time and subdivisions of the beats. Students
can pronounce the rhythm as “du du” or “ta  ti” or “one two three” etc. Then
learning the pitches by using hand sign and read in solfege method (Do Re Mi...) or
numeral system (12 3 ...) The pitches in singing exercises beginning with Do Mi
Sol, then add La Re Fa and Ti in the later exercises. In addition, the exercises also
have movable Do singing.

Dictation

According to the fourth table which shows the analysis of the efficiency of
dictation between SRM method and general method, there is statistically no different
at .05. It means that the quality of both methodologies of teaching are not different,
therefore it is not the efficiency expected. The average score of testing of students in
both groups is 80 percent. This is evident that both methodologies of teaching could
be efficient for learning, )

Suggestions
Suggestions to the research

According to the result of the comparison of academic achievement of ear
training between SRM methodology and combination methodology in Do So 011 and
Do SO 011 of beginner level 1 students of DAC, it has quoted concept of several
music educators. It is showed that the SRM methodology of teaching was more
efficient in learning than the general methodology. However, for dictation, the
qualities of both methodologies of teaching are not different. Therefore, the author
has some suggestions for the further study:

1. Divide the experimental group and control group by drawing lots may be a
result of error. Therefore, students in both experimental and control groups should
have both good and poor skill of learning.

2. The author found that students in the experimental group mostly majored in
western music performance than vocal performance students. Students of music
performance played many different instruments such as strings, wood wind, brasses
and percussion and have more opportunities to listen to the different sound, while
students in vocal performance are used to piano sound than others. Therefore, the
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| affi\
ability of dictation of students in boﬁl‘ﬁroups was not different. In further study, there
should be a comparison in the efficiency between each major of students.

3. The control group was learning by the general method, which did not
having any teaching materials. Therefore, teacher of this group have paid more
attention in teaching to help his students have good ability and good score for the test.
For further study, both groups of students should have the same teacher who knows
both methodologies of teaching and who is not the author.

General suggestion

1. Students should have an oppdrtum'ty to participating in all activities in ear
training lessons.

2. Thai traditional tunes can be used for ear training exercises.

3. Ear training teachers should study each problem of teaching and learning,
and improve the process of teaching.

4, Teachers should study many method of teaching to be applied with other
parts of music teaching, such as music skill, music theory, history of music, music
literature and ear training.

5. In further study, it should have a comparison of other parts of music
teaching and for other levels of music students.



