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KEY WORD : KNOWLEDGE,ATTITUDE AND APPLICATION/
THAI NOTATION/HIGHER CERTIFICATE/
DRAMATIC ARTS COLLEGE
WASANA ROMPHOR : THE STUDY OF KNOWLEDGE, ATTITUDE AND
APPLICATION OF THAI NOTATION OF STUDENTS IN HIGHER CERTIFICATE
THAI MUSIC MAJOR. DRAMATIC ARTS COLLEGE : CASE STUDY IN THE
CENTRAL PART OF THAILAND.THESIS ADVISORS : SAKCHAI HIRUNRUKSA,
B.A.,M.A., NARONGCHAI PIDOKRAJT, M.Ed., WAPA KONGKAKUL, Ed.D. 126 p.
ISBN 974-04-1593-8
The purpose of this research was to study the knowledge, attitude and application
of Thai notation of students in Higher Certificate Thai music major. Research was
conducted at the Dramatic Arts College in the central part of Thailand (Bangkok, lopburi,
Suphanburi and Angtong). Questionnaires were designed for this research and were
analyzed by distribution of frequency, percentage, arithmetic mean, standard deviation,

and one-way analysis of variance.

The results were as follows:

1. Student’s Knowledge on Thai notation was at medium level. The average of the
knowledge was 13.03 out of 20 (65.15%).

2. Student’s Attitude towards Thai notation was at good level. The average of the
attitude was 74.38 out of 100 (74.38%).

3. Student’s Application of Thai notation was at low level. An average of the application
was 24.75 out of 60 (41.27%).

4. There was a significant difference at 0.05 level for higher certificate students who
studied different Thai music majors compared to students who had different levels of

experience in teams of years and knowledge, attitude and application.
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Executive Summary
The study of Knowledge, Attitude and Application of Thai notation of students
in Higher Certificate Thai music major. Dramatic Arts College in the central
part of Thailand

Introduction and Background

Education is the principal process in people’s development of body, mind,
wisdom, knowledge and virtue, it makes moral and cultural living. The principle of
educational management is that everybody can learn and develop thems clues, and the
learners are the most important ones. So, the educational management processes have
to support learners to the able to develop naturally and full potential in order that the
learners can study from real experiences, practice until being capable to think and to
do, love to real and be ambitious to study continuously, and be ones who have
knowledge and skill in occupation and have happy living.(National Education Act,
1999: 12)

In the present time,music education can create a knowledge factor in form of
wisdom Music is the science of reason and power which gives feeling and spiritual
experiences. Knowledge about music is important in making learners to know the
nature of life both outer world around them and inner world under their minds. Thus,
music ought to be the subject for everybody and every level of education. In addition,
the teachers have to realise the importance of music, aim to develop human potential
by using music and develop music education to be related with other subjicts.(Sakchai
Hirunruka, 2001:1)

Dramatic Arts college is the government’s educational institute which
arranges special professional studies about dance and music, aims to practice the
students in these fields from young age and for a long time.(National Committee for
Education, 1992: 15). The college’s curriculum is divided into 3 levels, primary level
for 3 years, middle level for 3 years and higher level for 2 year. There are 4 divisions
of subject, Thai dance, Thai music, Occidental dance and occidental music under the

main objectives of conservation, support, spread out and succession of cultural
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heritage by means of educational process. Especially in the higher level, it stresses to
practices the students’ professional skill and emphasizes on character and experience
of teacherhood in order to be both artist and art teacher effectively, and to have basic
knowledge for further studies as well. (Department of Fine Arts, 1993: C)
Thai classical music study in Dramatic Arts college concentrate on notation learning
both Thai and occidental note. Students in every level of Thai classical music division
have to study theory of notation during practicing. In primary level, they have to study
notation theory and notation singing as core course for 3 units. In middle level, They
have to study notation as elective course for 3 units. And in higher level, they have to
study theory of occidental notation as core course for 1 unit (Department of Fine Arts,
1993: 61). The objective of Thai Classical music professional study is to practice
students about the skill of notation reading and writing related to rhythms, signs for
notes writing. These are harmonious with the contents in practicing subjects m order
that the students will be skillful in changing Thai and occidental notes alternately, and
have basic principle in music for application under universal standard.
Wimolsri uppamai(1986: 208) said about the purpose of music teaching that it was
skill subject, the students have to practice in the same time of studying theory.
Teaching music performance started from the process of listening, thinking and
writing out in form of notes or musical language. In the present time, notation plays
important role for music study, music profession and musicians. Especially ones who
study music theirselves or as adding subject have to use notation as the base of learning.

Sa-ngad Poo-Khaothong (1981:1-5) said about values and benefits of notation
as follows:

1. Keeping the record of songs.

2. Recovering the remembrance in rehearsing the old songs

3. Showing the structure of songs for better understanding and impression

4. Being instructional media for music learners to know notation signs
system and coincide in songs. Understanding and effectively performing.

Sakchai Hirunruka ( 2001:1) said about music education that music was a
science as other sciences. At present, philosophy of music education had changed
from studying for entertainment to studying for knowledge about inner science of

music contents in order to understand music contents in order to understand music
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creative process throughout the real fine art. To use education purposes in music study
should help the teachers in leading the students to the right direction. Some music
educator brought Bloom’s concept applying in teaching to develop students’
cognition, which concern about knowledge, understanding, application. So the
researcher would like to study about cognition,affection and application in Thai
musical notation of the higher certificate students in Dramatic Arts Colleges around
the central part of Thailand according to examine the students about the 3 purposes of
music study, that are wisdom,emotion and performance in music in order to improve
the effective of study.

As Thai classical music teacher in the regional Dramatic Arts college and
concern with music study, The researcher realized the importance and value of
musical notation. Thus the conducted research was “The study of Knowledge,
Attitude and Application of Thai noation of students in Higher Certificate Thai music
major.Dramatic Arts College in the central part of Thailand” which should examine
the students who passed leaning process in notation theory about their Knowledge,
Attitude and Application. This shoaled be advantage for improving and developing

musical education.

Objectives

1. To study the Knowledge about Thai musical notation of the higher
certificate students in Dramatic Arts College, central part of Thailand.

2. To study the students’ Attitude in Thai musical notation.

3. To study the students’ Application in Thai musical notation.

4. To compare the Knowledge, Attitude and Application of Thai musical

notation among the students.

Hypotheses

1. The higher certificate students have the Knowledge in Thai musical
notation at the middle level.

2. The students have the Attitude in Thai musical notation at the middle
level.

3. The students have the Application in Thai musical notation at the middle level.
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4. The students who study different major have differences in Knowledge,
Attitude and Application of Thai musical notation.
5. The students who have different musical experiences have differences in

Knowledge, Attitude and Application of Thai musical notation.

Boundary of Research
1. The population in this research were 1 stand 2 nd year students of higher
certificate level classical music who studied gamelan, Thai string and Thai musical art
as major subjects and studied in 1 st semester, academic year 2001, in Dramatic Arts
College, central part of Thailand.
2. Variables
2.1 Independent Variables
1. Major subjects
2. Musical experiences
2.2 Dependent Variables
1. Knowledge about Thai musical notional.
2. Attitude in Thai musical notation.
3. Application of Thai musical notation.

2.3 Sample group for trying out the research instrument were 1 st and 2 nd
year student of higher certificate level who studied gamelan, Thai string and Thai
musica! art as major subjects and studied 1 st semester, academic year 2001 in
Nakornratchsima Dramatic Arts College.

2.4 The forms of notation were limited only for Thai notes in forms of

figure, alphabet and occidental notation.

Advantages

1. To give the direction for organization or ones who concern with higher
certificate curriculum in developing it effectively.

2. To benefit the music teachers in improving teacher higher certificate
students.

3. To give the direction for educational supervisors in advising or training

suitable teaching method to the teachers.
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4. To benefit Thai classical music study in Dramatic Arts College and further

research,

Assumption

1. This research was quantitation study to find the level of Knowledge,
Attitude and Application of Thai musical notation of 1 st and 2 nd year students of
higher certificate level who studied gamelan, Thai string and Thai musical art as
major subjects in 1 st semester, academic year 2001,in Dramatic Arts Colleges,
central part of Thailand. The sources of data were the answers in questionnaires only.

2. The questionnaires developed by the researcher were effective and reliable
because they passed the experts’ improvement, trying out by students who were not
.the population and reliability finding.

3. Data analysis was based on questionnaires and assumed that on responded
by their real knowledge, attitude and application.

4. The results came from statistical analysis on quantitative data base of the

whole population.

Research Method

1. Population

The population of this survey research were 133 higher certificate students in
division of thai classical music who studied gamelan, Thai string and Thai musical art
as major subjects in 1% semester, academic year 2001. They studied in 4 Dramatic

Arts Colleges around central part of Thailand

2. Instrument

The instrument was the questionnaire development by the researcher, divided into 3 parts :
Part 1 : Check list for answers status
Part 2 : Divided into 3 portions
1. Achievement test and multiple choice for measuring cognition about
Thai musical notation

2. Rating scale for measuring affection in Thai musical notation
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3. Rating scale for measuring application of Thai musical notation
Part 3 : Open ended questions for opinion and recommendation about Thai musical

notation

Data Collection

The researcher asked for assistance from graduate school, Mahidol University
to introduce and inform the objectives of the research to the directors of 4 Dramatic
Art Colleges. The questionnaires were answered during September 17,2001 to

October 5, 2001. There were 133 perfect answers from 139 students, that was 95%.

Data Analysis

The data were collected and calculated by using SPSS(Statistical Package for
Social Scienccs) computer program and then analyses by data as follows:

1. The students’ general data were calculated in frequency distribution and
percentage.

2. The scores of cognition, affection and application of Thai musical notation
were analyzed in arithmetic mean ()?), standard deviation (S.D.), frequency
distribution and percentage.

3. The compression of cognition, affection and application of Thai musical
notation were digested according to variable (major subjects and experiences) by

using one way analysis of variance.

Results
1. Students’ status
Among 133 higher certificate students, there were 81 male, most were 2™
year students 51.10%, most major were gamelen 46.60%, 6-10 year musical
experiences were the most 54.10%, using alphabet notes was the most 46.60%, using
no note 36.10%.
2. The analysis of cognition, affection and application of Thai musical
notation.
2.1 Students’ cognition about Thai musical notation was in the middle

level, mean of scores 13.30 from 20 or 65.15% as 1* hypothesis.
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2.2 Students’ affection in Thai musical notation was higher than criteria of
the research, mean of scores was 73.48 from 100 or 74.38%, disagree with ond
hypothesis.

2.3 Students’ application of Thai musical notation was very in very low
level, mean of scores was 24.75 from 60 or 41.27%, disagree with 3" hypothesis.

3. The compression under variables was found that there was difference in
application of Thai musical notation among students who studied different major as
4™ hypothesis. The difference was at signification level 0.05, the students in gamelan
major used the notation more than ones in string and Thai musical art major. But no

difference among ones who had different experiences, disagree with 5" hypothesis.

Discussion

1. From the results it was found that the higher certificate students have
cognition about Thai music notation in the middle level according to the hypothesis.
The mean of scores was 13.30 from 20 (the lowest score was 5, the highest score was
20) which was 65.15%. This showed that the students’ knowledge was moderate
because they had ever studied notation theory from the middle level courses. To study
from textbook, documents, observation and direct experience made them know,
understand and be able to read and write notation. They could develop their notation
reading and writhing ability until they could sing and play musical instruments in the
correct pattern. |

2. The students’ affection in Thai musical notation was high in positive way
which disagreed with the hypothesis. The mean of scores was 73.48 from 100 (the
lowest score was 58, the highest score was 95) which was 74.38%. This showed that
the student affection was in good level . It might be that the students’ value and
character or the environment or teacher’s establishment made them realise and affect
to Thai musical notation in the good grade. In addition, the cultural factors and typical
Thai classical music might stimulate their good feeling too.

3. The students’ application of Thai musical notation was in the low level
which disagree with the hypothesis. The mean of scores was 24.75 from 60 (the
lowest score was 0, the highest score was 53) which was 41.27%. This might come

from the cause that the tradition and limitation of Thai ‘classical music effected the
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method of succession. Thai classical music was succeeded by means of “ mouth to
mouth” or initiation, the learners had to remember and be patient in practicing until
they were skillful. Thus there was no notation in the ancient Thai songs recorded. The
students realized less importance of notation

4., There was difference in cognition, affection and application of Thai musical
notation at the significant level of 0.05 among the different major students. Because
there were alternative ways to remember the song such as tape recorder, some
students still striated in tradition of “month to mouth” method and imitated the
teachers’ behavior.

5. There was no difference in cognition, affection and application of Thai
musical notation among the student who had different experiences. Because the
students in each major had similar ways of notation acceptation and they were in the

same age and the same learning environmen..

Recommendation

1. Dramatic Arts Institute should improve the curriculum of notation theory to
be more covering, increase learning time for notation study and produce handbook for
the teachers.

2. Dramatic Arts Institute should conduct the seminars on course curricula
especially the item of Thai musical notation reading and recording in order to produce
standard handbook for notation study.

3. All of Dramatic Arts College should arrange books and audiovisual media
about Thai musical notation in the library for serving the teachers, students and
general people.

4. Thai musical notation course should be contained continuously in every

year of study and every major and minor subjects.

Recommendation for further study
1. There should be further study about Knowledge, Attitude and Application
of Thai musical notation of students in the primary and middle level of the other

region of Thailand
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2. There should be further study about Knowledge, Attitude and Application

of Thai musical notation of the teachers in all of Dramatic Arts College
3. There should be research about other factors which may effect the

application of notation and succeeding or teaching method of Thai Classical music.






