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This thesis is aimed to analyze contemporary Cambodian poetries appeared on the Internet during 2004
in the area of literary aesthetics and their roled to portray the society. All sixty-four poetries studied are selected
from four websites: www.cambodianview.com, www.khmerbusiness.com, www.khmervoice.com, and
www.khom.us.com

It can be concluded that the contemporary Cambodian poetries appeared on the Internet in 2004 are
based on three types of prosodies: (1) traditional prosodies, (2) 7-9 syllables prosodies borrowed from Thailand, and
(3) other types of prosodies invented by Cambodian poets. The Cambodian poets use various artistic devices to
create literary aesthetics. These include sound decorations such as rhyme, rhythm, word selection, onomatopoeia,
repetition and meaning decorations such as imagery and figure of speech which include simile, metaphor,
personification, hyperbole, allusion, paradox, metonymy, symbol, and giving a name to poetry. The innovations that
have been found in artistic devices are prosody innovation, simile innovation and innovation of rude words.

The obviously outstanding social reflection in verious different aspects were presented. In the political
aspect, poets reflect their losing faith on Monarchy System and country’s leader, and show the deteriorate relations
between Cambodia and neighboring countries. The poets recommend that Cambodian should develop their
Monarchy System, study citizen's rights and duties, and create the nationalistic feeling. In the economic aspect,
poets portray Cambodia as an agricultural society and notify the causes and problems Cambodian face on earning a
living. The poets provide the solution for people’s poverty that Cambodian should be more diligent and work hard like
Chinese. In the cultural aspect, the poets portray the glorious of Cambodia in the past such as the ability to build
Angkor Wat, one of the world's medieval seven wonders. The poets hope that all Cambodians will protect and
preserve their arts and cultures forever. In language and literary aspects, the poets are very proud that Cambodia has
her own national language, homes the number of talented poets, and is rich of precious and invaluable literatures.
However, nowadays, Cambodia is facing the problem that young generations ignore studying their national language
profoundly. In contrary, they pay more interest on foreign languages. For the love issue, the poets show that
Cambodian society do not allow women to openly express their loves. Women have to be well-mannered and
conservative. Innovation found on poetries’ role to portray the society is the poets’ dare to bluntly criticize the leader-
class such as king and prime minister. This innovation can not be found in ancient literatures. Moreover, it has been
found that women have more courage in expressing their feelings to men and the ways to express love of teenagers

have changed from the past.



