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TRADITIONAL VERTICAL KHLUI IN LANNA MUSIC CULTURE .
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M.A.(MUSIC)

THESIS ADVISOR: NARONGCHAI PIDOKRAIJT, B.Ed., M.Ed., ANANT

NARKKONG, M.Phil., ANAK CHARANYANON, B.Ed.,M.M.

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to study about the traditional vertical khlui (flute) in Lanna
music culture. The area of study is in Chiang Mai province. The research uses the
Ethnomusicology method, and focuses on the khlui’s history, function and playing techniques.
The data is from the documents and field work.

The Khlui is still has an important role in the “salo-seung”, a Lanna traditional music
ensemble that is usually performed at traditional ceremonies festivals and associated
accompanying dances. The Klui can be played in many genres of music. It is a woodwind
instrument that has no reed and no thumbhole. It has seven finger holes and has a high pitch. The
Khlui has been part of Lanna music culture over a long period. The properties and playing
techniques developing from khlui a musical instrument for culture of Thailand. The melodic line
of khlui music is perpetual, continuing melody. The melody is well arranged. The Khlui creates
folk melodies prominently with its own characteristic.

The result of analyzing khlui’s melodic line of a piece “prasat wai” found that the
melody has its own folk style. The important elements are use of variations and improvisation
based on the original melody on the down beats. The variations are mainly made from the

musician’s own experience and playing skill.

KEYWORDS: KHLUI/ SALO-SEUNG / LANNA / PRASAT WAI
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Executive Summary

Result of the Research
1. History and Physical Properties of Khlui

Khlui has been a part of Lanna music culture since a long period. It has been
developing the physical properties and playing techniques from a standard khlui, a
musical instruments of Thailand, in order to combine with Lanna music. It is a popular
instrument for local people as appearing at the present days.

In the past, khlui has had an important role in playing solo for entertaining
people and later play accompany with other instruments. This kind of ensemble calls
“salo seung” ensemble.

“Salo seung” ensemble is Lanna music ensemble. It has an important role in
local. It is absorbed with Lanna’s life and usually performed in many occasions, such
festivals, ceremonies, unauspiousness ceremony and entertaining for local people.

Khlui is very important member of salo-seung ensemble because it creates own
melody to blend with the melody of other instruments.

Khlui at present days is still keeping its identical character, which live, joyful
and free style of playing, although the social status has changed. Khlui is still has an
important role in Lanna music culture, which is applied many instruments and musical
pieces. The ensemble is modified and created new approach to Lanna music culture.

All kinds of khlui have the identical compositions as follows;

1. Body (lao khlui),

2. Gan, a piece of wood size of the opening in the end of body.

3. Mouthpiece, a hole for blowing.

4. The “beak of the parrot” hole (ru pak nokkaew) a rectangular opening, is
cut with the bottom side, slanting inward from the outside surface of the body to the
inside surface of the opening shaft, the slant being toward the end with the
mouthpiece.

5. Seven finger-holes, are bored toward the body.

6. Ribbon hole, at the bottom end of body, there are two pairs of holes are
made with axes at the right angles for a ribbon is put through the two holes with lateral
axis. These holes have an effect to the sound.

7. Tuning hole, for tuning pitch.
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The body of khlui is usually made from hard wood that not easy to break out,
such ruak or hia.

The process of producing khlui, has the fomular or “mok” that indicating the
proportion as the following details;

1. Fine the most suitable raw materials or woods and cut by measuring the
length of wood. The length of wood is about 12 — 15 inches. The piece of wood that
had been cut is still have a joint.

2. Measuring the width of bamboo from inside, then measuring from the top. It
should wide twice as the width of khlui’s body in order to piercing the rectangular
opening or beak of the parrot hole, about 2 centimeters long and 0.5 centimeter wide.
This slanting hole is receive the bottom of peg.

3. Piercing 7 finger-holes is the important step because it is effected to the
sound. Then pierce the 1* hole in 7 multiple width of the tube’s or 1 long width. The
next holes is space equally with each other or 1 /ong.

4. Inserting peg or gan. Peg or “recorder” type, is a piece of wood size of the
opening in the end of the bamboo or about 2 /ong., usually made from golden sak
wood. Insert it into the mouthpiece with the wind space is at the same direction with
beak of the parrot hole.

Each khlui has different level of pitch. The measurement of pitch level used the
Cent value and Equal Temperament. In all range between each pitch of 9 khlui found
the deviation of frequency of the standard level.

Khlui can produce more than one octave of range. Each octave contains
different level of pitch and could not manage the standard scale system.

In analyzing of the variations and improvisation of khlui’s melody found that it
does not use the 2™ note of the scale but mostly uses the 1%, 4™ and 6™ notes of scale.
Those notes were using alternately and moved by repeated form. The down beats are
important for variations and improvising to keep the old melody. The upbeat and
syncopations makes the character of local melody.

Discussion
History of Khlui

Khlui has been a music instrument of Lanna’s culture since many
hundreds years ago. It may had another name in the past such as “Pi Thew ™ (thew
pipe). Some documents mention that “Pi Thew ” is the original name of khlui.
However, it could not specify that khlui and pi thew are the same kind of instruments
because they have different composition. Pi Thew was Lanna’s instrument since the
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past. Lanna people calls pi (pipe) for all kind of woodwind instruments and thew may
means blowing the wind to make sound. There was no certain historical evidence that
mentioned about the origin of pi thew. However, according to the reason of social and
culture that has influent in blending of Lanna music culture, pi thew has become an
important function of Lanna life. In the period of Prince Kawila, when Lanna
kingdom was ruled by Siam, Rattana Kosintr musical instruments have been
performed and publicized in Lanna. During the period of King Inthawitchayanon,
father of Princess Dararassami, Princess Dararassami brought the Thai music teachers
to publicized and developed the format of ensemble to be standard. In this case, khlui,
which is a standard music instrument may has an influent to Lanna woodwind
instruments. Therefore, pi thew has been reduced the popularity in the present days
because it is difficult to find its material for producing, while khlui is easier to produce
and is more durable. However, Lanna flute of the present days is still containing of
different composition with Thai standard khlui, but it is blending of khlui’s structures
for comfortable for musician to perform. The character of its sound is still Lanna’s
style.

According to the study of khlui’s history found that, although in the local
legend of Chiang Mai in 1861 mentioned that khlui is an instrument that performed in
the occasions of Lanna’s festival, but it could not concluded that it is standard Thai’s
khlui or pi thew of past Lanna. However, the sound of khlui and pi thew contain the
same characteristic, which are sharp, bright sound that good for making the perpetual
melody.

Function of Khlui

The beautiful melodic line of khlui is created by performers skill. The freedom
of khlui while accompanying the ensemble, it blends the meldic line of other
instruments because the melodic line of khlui is compared to the strength line of
blowing. Currently, salor-seung-khlui ensemble recommended by its local and other
local people because it is prominent of Lanna culture. This ensemble is being in
business way. It performs in a recital, festival, traditional ceremonies, tourism and
commercial. Salor-seung-khlui ensemble has modified according to the social situation
and sulture. The pieces for this ensemble are also modified according to the passing
period.

Khlui Producing

About khlui producing process, khlui in the past contained different shapes,
wood pattern as well as the characteristic of sound. Musicians are often prepared many
khlui for their performance because each one has different level of pitch. Currently,
the business system has coordinated with the producing process according to the
customers demand. Some tourists buy khlui as a souvenir due to the cheap price,
compact size and easy to find. Khlui is also easy to learn and able to play the general
songs, while salo and seung have larger size and more expensive and difficult to learn.
For those reasons, the process of khlui producing is different from the past that very
neat in all steps, such selecting wood, materials for producing flute must be standard
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materials of khlui makers. According to the business system of present days, need
much amount of khlui per day, is reduced the quality and make different of standard.
Khlui makers at present days are mostly want to produce khlui as much as possible at
the same time according to the customers demand, which is effected to the tonal
quality of khlui’s. Therefore, the tonality of khlui is deviated from the standard, that its
pitch could not match with the salo-seung ensemble. At the present days, the body of
khlui is usually made from P.V.C stick instead of bamboo because the cost is cheaper
and has familiar size with bamboo. P.V.C khlui can be produced much amount but the
quality of sound is less than wood. It is depending on customers pleasure to choose the
material of khlui.

Khlui Melody Playing Technique

Khlui melody is Lanna style, which is prominent in sound. The sound of khlui
plays perpetually, represented Lanna style. The range of pitch is not wild because of
the physical properties. Khlui is quite limited in fingers system. If play with the wrong
finger, it will difficult to play. Therefore, musicians usually have many khlui in order
to have many different sounds. In making variations and improvisation, musician must
consider about the down beat note as well as the main theme that have to keep the
original music. Players have to understand notes system and sound that blended with
the variations and improvisation.





