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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study the concept of “Sasanadayada”
(religious heir) in Buddhism and the situation of religious heir in Thailand today, to
know problem and solution. The study used related documents and field research
consisting of interviewing abbots and scholar monks. Secondly, a questionnaire was
given to samples of monks who were ordained in Bangkok and Ratchburi province.
The data gathered from these interviews and questionnaires were analyzed by
percentage, mean and S.D.

It was found that there was the term “Dhammadayada” in Tipitaka whereas the
term “Sasanadayada” was found in the commentary of Sutta and Vinaya. This single
term was used with a different meaning. Literally, it was found that its meaning used
in the commentaries differed from that used by most Thai religious masters nowadays.
However, it was found that the terms “Dhammadayada” and “Sasanadayada” as well
as the concept of religious heir in Mahaparinibbana Sutta were related. Moreover, the
approach of creating a religious heir and perpetuating of Buddhism continues from the
past down to the present day. Nevertheless, the study of contemporary related
documentary found that short — term ordination continues to give rise to a religious
heir crisis in Thai Buddhist institutes. As a result, the number and qualities of monks
as religious heirs decreases.

The field research revealed, however, that the short — term ordained monks in
Bangkok and Ratchburi province had the same conditions of ordination: the ordination
period, the cause of ordination, the aims of ordination, etc. Most of them were a
monk for approximately 15 days because they were not allowed to leave their work for
a long time. Most of them wanted to make their mind calm temporarily. They mostly
aimed to gratify their parents.

It is suggested that to prevent and solve the religious heir crisis, the short —
term ordained person should be a monk for longer, there should be arrangement of
group ordination ceremonies many times, all year round, making a good relationship
between senior monks and new monks in temples, there should be an efficient
Buddhist educational system and training system for the short — term ordained monks.
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