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A CRITICAL STUDY OF THE ETHICAL PRINCIPLES IN CARABAQO’S LYRICS
WUTTIKORN SANGRUNGRUANG 4536034 SHES/M
M.A. (ETHICAL STUDIES)

THESIS ADVISORS : WARIYA CHINWANNO Ph.D.,
SIRIPORN YAMNIL Ph.D.,

ABSTRACT

The research aimed to make a critical study of the ethical principles in
Carabao’s lyrics and study the concepts, attitudes, social condition and Thai culture
that have been reflected in the lyrics of Carabao by means of data analysis and field
study.

From the study, it was found that the ethical principles in Carabao’s lyrics can
be divided into 3 types which included the personal ethics, the public ethics, and the
occupational ethics.

From the field study, it was found that the teenage group (aged 15-22) knew
and really liked Carabao’s songs, while the working-age group (aged 23-49) knew
Carabao’s songs well and wanted to preserve them for the next generations and the
adult group (aged 50 and up) thought that Carabao’s songs were unique especially in
the lyric content and that they reflected the reality of the society and various
contemporary events with the element of ethical principles inserted so it should be
inherited to maintain Thai society later on.

Suggestions: From the research results, it was found that people in all age
levels know well Carabao’s songs. As a result, in order to inherit Carabao’s songs to
maintain Thai society, there should be music exhibitions to disseminate the songs of
Carabao on various occasions. Moreover, for music composition in the present, the
composers should insert the contents about ethical principles in the songs in order to
instill morality and ethics for the youth to have knowledge and understanding as the

guidelines for right and appropriate living.
KEY WORDS : ETHICAL PRINCIPLES / CARABAO’S LYRICS
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A CRITICAL STUDY OF THE ETHICAL PRINCIPLES IN CARABAO’S
LYRICS

WUTTIKORN SANGRUNGRUANG 4536034 SHES/M

M.A. (ETHICAL STUDIES)

THESIS ADVISORS COMMITTEE : WARIYA CHINWANNO, Ph.D.,
SIRIPORN YAMNIL, Ph.D.,

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

A critical study of the ethical principles in Carabao’s lyrics deals with the
ethical principles appeared in Carabao’s songs that clearly illustrate the stories about
human-living, social condition, economy, politics, values, traditions, and culture of
people in Thai society, and insert ethical principles in the songs as the medium to
encourage people to behave correctly and appropriately for the benefits of
themselves and the society.

Yuenyong Opakul, the leader of Carabao, is one of the artists in Thai music
society that bring happiness and entertainment through music, including knowledge,
thinking, and moral teaching that can be applied in daily life, as the model of
valuable songs. The songs have been composed with beautiful lyrics and melody,
using simple and understandable language to stimulate the listeners’ consciousness to
comply with and apply the useful principles and knowledge in real practice to reach
the sense of ethics. Living without ethics and morality cannot be maintained
peacefully so the development of life depends on the development for stable morality
and truthful behaviors in terms of physical, verbal, and mental aspects, and holding

on to the superb Dharma principles.
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To behave and practice according to the moral principles brings happiness
and benefits to man. It can lead man to walk into the correct path and become the
person with complete morality, concentration and wisdom. Carabao songs play an
important part in developing morality and virtues among people by passing on moral
principles through musical arts for the listeners to develop knowledge, ideas, and
thorough understanding of the truth of life, get happiness from listening to music,
and be able to put various principles into practice, which are the strategies to pass on
moral teachings through song literature inserting moral principles and knowledge

suitable for the people and community. The research can be concluded as follows:

Research Conclusion

The thesis entitled “A Critical Study of the Ethical Principles in Carabao’s
lyrics” mainly aims at analyzing the ethical principles in Carabao’s lyrics and
studying the attitudes, social conditions, and Thai culture that have been reflected
through the ethical principles in Carabao’s lyrics by studying and analyzing data

from documents and the field study. The results can be concluded as follows:

Conclusions of the Results from the Document Research

Thailand is a Buddhist society. Buddhism has been prosperous in Thailand
for more than 700 years. Most of the people hold on to Buddhism as the national
religion. The living condition, attitudes, values, traditions, and culture in Thai society
are, therefore, interrelated under the basis of Buddhism as essential.

Carabao is the musical band that gives importance to religions, virtues, and
ethics by composing lyrics containing the useful contents of Buddhist teaching to
encourage people to think and behave in an appropriate way; know how to beware of
carelessness, to have faith in the institutions of the nation, the religion, and the king,
and to learn to preserve the good deeds and eliminate the bad deeds. The band has
inserted the contents related with moral thinking and ethical principles, which are the
superb way to reach the real peace of life and build relationship with people in the
society.

The ethical principles for the critical study of Carabao’s lyrics can be
divided into three groups’ i.e. personal ethics, public ethics, and occupational ethics.



o

UNAINGIDY  NHIING1IUTAD AR, (FEFNAATANNI) / 105

Each of the ethical principles analyzed in this study is the main concepts
expressing the principles of ethics and morality, including the traditions, culture,
attitudes, and values of Thai people appeared in Carabao’s lyrics. This study has
been made through the books containing the lyrics of Carabao’s songs for 24 albums
from the first album entitled “Khee Mao (The Drunkard)” in 1981 to the twenty-
fourth album entitled “Samakkee Prathed Thai (Unity of Thailand)” in 2005. Totally,
there are 257 Carabao songs.

Personal Ethics

From an analysis of the personal ethics in Carabao’s lyrics, it is found that
there are some important ethical principles i.e. honesty, gratitude, perseverance,
tolerance, mercy, parent support, child support, moral adherence, dharma behavior,
dharma carefulness, ruffian evasion, emission of gamble and all kinds of narcotics,
respect for respectable persons, and understanding towards the Three Signs of Being.

The ethical principles appeared in Carabao’s lyrics are the principles of
dharma and practice that lead the life to the superb way, and the morality and ethics
that have been accepted as appropriate by the society, bring happiness to life, and
make people behave and think in accordance with the appropriate standard. They are
also the important dharma principles to support the attitudes and reasons in terms of
the personal ethics that lead to emotional and intellectual development and make
people have thinking, carefulness, and be able to hold back from doing the bad
deeds.

Carabao has communicated the personal ethics through the song lyrics by
taking Buddhist teaching as the source of lyric composition to create the amusing
songs in the language that is simple and easy to remember. The listeners can get
knowledge, thought, and entertainment through the ethical principles from the stories
about man’s valuable living that will lead them to prosperity and the understanding
about themselves and other people in the end.

Personal ethics is an approach starting from oneself to develop morality and
ethics of one’s own to have appropriate living and give benefits to oneself and the
society, whether they are the ethics about mercy, perseverance, gratitude, and
tolerance. All aspects of ethics taken from the critical study are valuable principles
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that reflect the concepts and life of people and society in the past through the songs
to communicate that people in the past held on to the ethical principles as essential.
They had the mind on social path and appropriateness no matter what they did. They
gave help, mercy, and sympathy. They valued sacrifice, unity, gratitude to the land,
love for the homeland, and love the Thainess, respect and honor for the elderly. They
strictly preserved the custom and tradition and knew how to forgive, for example, in
the songs “Phor Thao (The Old Man)”, “Luke Hin (The Marble)”, “Wan Dek (The
Children’s Day)”, “Luang Phor Khun”, “Dharma”, “Chang Hai”, “Kai Khu Ban
Chang Khu Nuang (The National Cock and Elephant)”, “Tao (The Turtle)”, “Chao
Tak (King Taksin)”, “Wanipok (The Beggar)”, “See Sib Pee (40 Years)”, and “Phor
Lee” that can be taken as a good role model for a person’s living and thinking.

As a result, it can be concluded that the personal ethics in Carabao’s lyrics
are beneficial and encourage people to develop knowledge and moral thinking by
using music as a means to foster the superb ethics and morality for the perfect man,
have dharma as the spiritual belief, and be able to apply to be used in the daily life

for the prosperity of oneself and society as a whole.

Public Ethics

From the analysis of the public ethics in Carabao’s lyrics, it is found that
there are some important ethical principles i.e. unity, sacrifice, bravery, generosity,
honesty, mercy, gratitude, moral adherence, love for the nation, and sense of
Thainess.

Public ethics and personal ethics included in Carabao’s lyrics are similar in
terms of characteristics and approach but different in practice. Briefly speaking, the
personal ethics are the development of morality, ethics, and behaviors in one person
that can be performed according to one’s belief and intention, while the public ethics
depend on the participations of people in public in order to develop useful morality
in the society. It cannot be done by only one person but the participation of the group
that hold on to the ideology and ethical principles that bring benefits to the society.

To solve the ethical problems happened in the society today, it is necessary
to have serious participation to build appropriate attitudes and values in the society

by focusing on the values of public living, help and kindness, and social contribution.
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Carabao’s songs have been composed with the contents about public ethics
in form of soul-stirring songs to remind people in the society to look back to their
real person, to reflect the political, social, economic, traditional, and cultural
conditions of the society, including the songs about the institutions of the nation, the
religions, and the king that illustrate faith and loyalty Thai people have for the king
as the highest institution.

The ethical principles appeared in Carabao’s lyrics are the principles of
dharma and practice which are truthful and logical that bring happiness to the
practitioner as the main factor for the development of people’s quality, the creation
of the new social pattern which directly affects the national development for such a
rapid and secure advancement later on

Ethics are extremely good for life. To insert ethical principles in Carabao’s
songs, which are regarded as the songs full of both musical and literary artistic
values, is to set up the guideline for the living of the public and the individual. The
public ethics in Carabao’s songs is therefore meant to instill morality and ethics in
order to upgrade the human mind for wider perception and to be ready for public
participation in beneficial activities that can control the relationship between men in
the society and bring unity, friendship, brotherhood, and peacefulness in the end.

As a result, the ethical principles appeared in Carabao’s lyrics are the main
dharma principles used in the development of morality and ethics in human mind so
that they can realize the benefits of public society, have responsibility for the public
community, focus on the ideology and the moral correctness in order to reorganize
the society in an appropriate, correct, and secure way, and perform good deeds for
the public, to be the practical guideline for Thai people to have better living quality,
know how to maintain the social rules and patterns, use dharma principles as their
mental adherence, value the nation, the religion, and the king, and be proud of the
Thai being.

Occupational Ethics

There are four basic factors of living in the society today but it is necessary
to have facilities and consuming factors to help create happiness among human
beings. So it is necessary for man to perform a career in order to get enough income
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for themselves and the family to spend for the happiness and benefits of the public
and the individual.

It is necessary to have occupational ethics according to the career
performance so that the performers have appropriate honesty, faith, and ethics in the
duty and behavior according to their profession. There are many songs in Carabao’s
music that illustrate occupational ethics in order to encourage the performers of
various professions to perform their duties with honesty and hold on to the
correctness and appropriateness as essential.

The careers mentioned in Carabao’s lyrics are teachers, soldiers, farmers,
politicians, fisherman, merchant, columnist, musician; government official. Each
contains the contents of occupational ethics because morality and ethics are the two
important factors for every career. The band has communicated the songs that signal
the moral principles that man should have in his career performance as the guideline
for people in various professions to have a mind on ethical principles and the
principles of the right livelihood, and be honest concerning one’s responsibility.

Buddhism is the religion of logic and wisdom. Therefore, to instill faith and
belief to the public, it is necessary to always perform in combination with logic and
wisdom. The band has put forward the important thinking and moral principles for
career performance to the listeners in the hope that people in all professions would
behave and practice according to the regulations, traditions, culture, and ethics, and
apply the existing knowledge to assist in the profession as the path to success. It is
clearly seen that at present various professions focus more on the occupational ethics
since there have been more and more actions of occupational dishonesty that bring
damages to the work reputation by using the power from such profession in an
immoral and illegal way. Therefore, it is necessary to improve, reorganize, and
specify the patterns and scope of responsibility, and support the performance of
various professions to have ethical principles in their work performance and strictly
follow the rules in order to be an intellectual and logical person doing things
carefully and socially beneficial.

Carabao’s lyrics are therefore regarded as the musical art to encourage
moral thinking, seek for the real value of life, and motivate man to realize the search

for ethical values. To perform the work correctly and appropriately according to the
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assigned duties which can encourage positive attitudes and create value of honesty in

work for the sustainable advancement in the society and the nation later on.

Conclusion of the Field Research

This research aims at making a critical study of the ethical principles in
Carabao’s lyrics and to study the concepts, attitudes, social conditions, and Thai
culture that have been reflected through the ethical principles inserted in Carabao’s
music. In this research, the questionnaires on “The Ethical Analysis of Carabao’s
lyrics” have been used by gathering data from 120 persons divided into 3 age groups,
which include 40 persons in the teenage group (aged 15-22), 40 persons in the
working-age group (aged between 23-49), and 40 persons in the adult group (aged 50

and up). The results of the field study can be concluded as follows:

The Teenage Group

From the interview of the teenage group (aged 15-22), it is found that 40
persons (100%) of the teenage group knew Carabao and expressed opinions about an
analysis of the ethical principles in Carabao’s lyrics as follows:

The teenage Group were impressed by the following songs: “Bualoi”,
“Nang Ngam Tu Krajok (The Glass-Box Beauties)”, “Bangrajan Wan Pen
(Bangrajan on the Full Moon Day)”, “Kon Geb Fuen (The Firewood Collector)”,
“Kon Lar Fan (The Dream Catcher)”, “Wanipok (The Beggar)”, “Wicha Pae (The
Goat’s Subject)”, “Kancha (The Hashish)”, and “Rang Khoi (The Waiting Vulture)”;
and were also impressed by the singers which included Yuenyong, Teary, and
Preecha.

What the teenage group got from Carabao’s music were the entertainment
and encouragement to have love for the nation, realize the benefits of the public
rather than their own self, share the same feelings with the songs, develop
consideration points for the living, have the courage to fight without surrender, look
back to themselves when doing the wrong things and make a new life, and have
knowledge about the society, economics, politics, values, and important events of the

era.
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For the influence of Carabao’s songs on the living condition at the present
time, 34 persons (85%) could develop the sense of love for the nation and the
courage to fight in the distress when listening to Carabao’s songs. Moreover, the
songs also had concepts and moral aspects as the guidelines for the living.

Thirty-nine persons (97.5%) thought that ethics was important for the social
living at present with the summarized concepts that the society nowadays needed to
have dharma principles and social patterns for the people to hold on to and perform
the appropriate things for the benefits of their own self and the public.

As for the relationship between the songs and ethical principles, the teenage
group could sense the ethical aspects inserted in the songs including honesty, doing
of good deeds, economization, sacrifice, mercy, social justice, sufficiency, logic
results of doing good deeds and bad deeds, emission of materials and narcotics,
gratitude, love for the nation, fight for life, and tolerance.

Carabao’s songs related with the ethical principles included “Bualoi”, “Raja
Ngern Pon (The King of Instaliments)”, “Nang Ngam Tu Krajok (The Glass-Box
Beauties)”, “Bangrajan Wan Pen (Bangrajan on the Full Moon Day)”, “Kancha (The
Hashish)”, “Mae Sai”, “Kon Geb Fuen (The Firewood Collector)”, “Barb Borisud
(The Pure Sin)”, and “Kon Lar Fan (The Dream Catcher)”.

Regarding the existence of the Carabao band until the present time, the
teenage group thought that it would be possible for the Carabao band to exist until
the present time with the summarized concepts that Carabao’s songs had the contents
that continuously reflected the contemporary important events suitable for the people
of all ages and genders, and have thinking and reminding points. The teenagers liked
this kind of songs very much, especially those between the age of 18-20.In their
opinion, singers, e.g. Yuenyong and Teary, had their own unique and outstanding
points. The songs had been composed with good quality and clear meaning according
to the truth.

For the use of Carabao’s songs as a means to instill the ethical principles,
39 persons (97.5%) agreed with the idea because most people liked to listen to music
rather than doing other things, especially the teenagers that could go along with
everybody no matter what kind of music. Man always used music for spiritual

support in their living. As a result, if they often listened to the music inserted with
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ethical principles, it would easily be instilled in their mind and applied in real

practice.

The Working-Age Group

From the interview of the working-age group (aged 23-49), it is found that
40 persons (100%) knew Carabao and expressed opinions about an analysis of the
ethical principles in Carabao’s music as follow:

They were impressed by the following songs: “Made in Thailand”, “Luang
Phor Khun”, “Bualoi”, “Mae Sai”, “Raja Ngern Pon (The King of Installments)”,
“Tab Lang (The Lintel)”, and “Wanipok (The Beggar)”, and the singers, which
included Yuenyong, Teary, and Preecha.

For the influence of Carabao’s songs on the living condition at present, 38
persons (95%) accepted that they had more understanding about life after listening to
the songs because some songs were similar to their lives and it encouraged them to
fight for the living. Moreover, the contents also gave some thinking and reminding
points for the living and stirred the feeling of love for the nation.

All agreed that ethics was an important thing in life at present and it was
logical enough to conclude that ethics was an important basis of life as it was the
structure of morality and virtues that would bring happiness and prosperity to life.

As for the relationship between the songs and ethical principles, the
working-age group could sense the ethical aspects inserted in the songs including
honesty, gratitude, tolerance, perseverance, mercy, responsibility, morality,
generosity, love for the hometown, unity, love, kindness, social living, the Four
Noble Truth, sense of public, emission of narcotics and sexual misconducts, culture
and traditions, fight for life, sacrifice, courage, emission from gamble and ruffians,
and praise of good persons.

Carabao’s songs related with the ethical principles included “Bualoi”, “Mae
Sai”, “Wanipok (The Beggar)”, “Nang Ngam Tu Krajok (The Glass-Box Beauties)”,
“Rak Torahod (The Unyielding Love)”, “Barb Borisud (The Pure Sin)”, “Kon Geb
Fuen (The Firewood Collector)”, and “Lung Khee Mao (The Drunkard)”.

For the existence of the Carabao band until the present time, the working-
age group thought that the band could communicate with the listeners about their
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ideology very well. They had such a clear thinking, unique singing, and sharp
content that reflected the life of Thai society, economy, politics, customs, traditions,
and culture, including the present events, with the honest and sincere mind to
produce good-quality works.

For the use of Carabao’s songs as a means to instill the ethical principles,
all (100%) agreed with the idea because songs were the most favorite means of
communication that could be easily widespread. Songs could tell stories very well
with the ethical principles inserted for both entertainment and ethical nourishment at

the same time.

The Adult Group

Regarding the interview with the adult group (aged 50 and up), it is found
that 40 persons (100%) knew Carabao and expressed opinions about an analysis of
the ethical principles in Carabao’s lyrics as follow:

They were impressed by the following songs: “Barb Borisud (The Pure
Sin)”, “Mae Sai”, “Samakkee Prathed Thai (Unity of Thailand)”, “Wanipok (The
Beggar)”, “Made In Thailand”, “Bualoi”, “Nang Ngam Tu Krajok (The Glass-Box
Beauties)”, “Long Wat”, “Chao Tak (King Taksin)”, “Bangrajan Wan Pen
(Bangrajan on the Full Moon Day)”, “Phor Lee”, “Wicha Pae (The Goat’s Subject)”,
“Kon Geb Fuen (The Firewood Collector)”, “Refugees”, “Raja Ngern Pon (The King
of Installments)”, and “Kon Lar Fan (The Dream Catcher)”, , and the singers, which
included Yuenyong, Teary, and Preecha

What the adult group got from Carabao’s lyrics were the entertainment with
moral lessons and thinking points for the living, knowledge about stories and events
happened in Thai society, the reflections of social problems, economy, politics,
traditions, and values as the reminder for moral behaviors.

For the influence of Carabao’s songs on the living condition at present, 30
persons (75%) thought that it depended on each individual to think and follow
because there were the ethical principles inserted in every song giving knowledge
and thinking to make them know themselves more. The songs had meanings and
ideology that could convince the listeners to have unity, love for the nation and

Thainess, and preserve the culture.
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39 persons (97.5%) thought that ethics was an important thing in the
declining society at present with the idea that nowadays it was necessary to have the
ethical principles as the guide for living so that the people in the society could
behave correctly and appropriately according to the desirable custom and tradition
that taught people to realize the values of social living and upgrade the spiritual level
which led to the happiness in the end.

As for the relationship between the songs and ethical principles, the adult
group could sense the ethical aspects inserted in the songs including kindness,
sacrifice, love for the nation, praise for the people making good deeds, honesty,
tolerance, values for the Thainess, sufficiency, gratitude, child raising, word-keeping,
ethics for politicians, reservation of manners, custom, traditions, culture, and values.

Carabao’s songs related with the ethical principles included “Barb Borisud
(The Pure Sin)”, “Nang Ngam Tu Krajok (The Glass-Box Beauties)”, “Dharma”,
“Bualoi”, “Chao Tak (King Taksin)”, “Bangrajan Wan Pen (Bangrajan on the Full
Moon Day)”, “Long Wat”, “Phor Lee “Made In Thailand”, “Samakkee Prathed Thai
(Unity of Thailand)”, “Satja Sib Prakan (The Ten Truths)”, “Luang Phor Khun”,
“Mae Sai”, “Raja Ngern Pon (The King of Installments)”, “Wanipok (The Beggar)”,
and “Refugees”.

For the existence of the Carabao band until the present time, the adult group
thought that the Carabao band had uniqueness both for the songs and the singers. The
leader, Mr. Yuenyong, was the qualified singer who got the reward for composing
the valuable songs and using the Thai language with clear and correct pronunciations
as the role model for children and general people under the project entitled,
“Diamonds in Music” organized by the Fine Arts Department to encourage and
promote the music composers who produced valuable works as the role model in
terms of language literature. Moreover, the contents of the songs were also the
favorite of teenagers and in time with the current events. The rhythm was amusing
and exciting with simple meaning. The band leader was also praised by the program
“TV A-Sa”, the TV program that praised the good person with no hope for returning
benefits, as “the good person with the golden heart”. Mr. Yuenyong always says,
“My songs always encourage people to have love, unity, ethics, morality, and
sacrifice for the benefits of the public.”
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For the use of Carabao’s songs as a means to instill the ethical principles,
38 persons (95%) thought that at present there were songs composed from the ethical
principles on the occasios to celebrate religious important days to be sung by various
popular singers such as Daojai Paijit, Surachai Janthimathorn, Chai Muangsing,
Waipot Phetsuphan, Phongsri Woranuch. This would give people a chance to get
access to the principle of ethics more easily for the listeners would absorb the

dharma and practice in real life without knowing.

Suggestions

From this research study, it is found that all the teenage, working-age, and
adult groups agreed that to communicate and instill ethical principles into the
people’s mind through music is such a good strategy. However, the researcher thinks
that every section in the society, especially temples, schools, and mass media, should
strictly and continuously pay more attention to this matter through various methods
as follows:

1. Organize the discussion on the subject of “Songs and Ethical Education”
in the temples by inviting the members of Carabao to exchange opinions with the
monks. The good point is to attract the interested teenagers to the temples.

2. Organize the music exhibition of Carabao’s work in secondary schools
and universities.

3. Include Mr. Yuenyong Opakul’s biography and Carabao’s songs in the
lessons by selecting the specific contents of doing good deeds to be the role model
for young people.

4. Organize the music programs for Carabao’s songs by selecting the songs
with the contents of doing good deeds and broadcast through TV and radio.

5. Organize the singing contests both single and band.

Moreover, for the music composition at present, the composers should
insert the contents about the ethical principles in the songs in order to instill good
things into the youths’ mind, especially the teenagers, as the correct guideline for an

appropriate living.
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Future Research

From the research study, the researcher learns about the extremely useful
ethical principles inserted in Carabao’s lyrics and realizes that there are still many
more works of other music artists that can be made into theses, for example, Mr.
Pongthep Kradonechamnan, the famous artist of ‘Song for Life’ music who uses the
beautiful poetic language to compose the songs inserted with the philosophy of life
that reflect the culture and lifestyle of people. There is also the music band called
‘Hope’ belonging to the couple who has made the ‘Song for Life” music for a long
time and now they lead their two daughters to join the band and changed the name to
‘Hope Family’. Their songs clearly express the good of love and warmth in the
family. The researcher thinks that the music of those bands mentioned above can also

be studied and analyzed in the future.
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