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THE OPINION ABOUT THE DEVELOPMENT OF RUGBY UNION COMPETITION
MANAGEMENT

KARNTHEP YINGYONG 4537244 SHSM/M
M.A. (SPORT MANAGEMENT)

THESIS ADVISORS : DR. PRASERTCHAI SUKSAART, VITHOON YUTANUN M.A.,

PHARNIPHA THEERAKATHITH M.A.

ABSTRACT

This research has the purpose of studying the opinions of the players,
coaches/ team managers and spectators on development of rugby competition of 15
player teams, in order to compare the opinions of the players with trainers/managers
on its suitability. The target population and sample population were made up of
141 coaches/team managers, 366 players and 900 spectators. The research tool was
questionnaires for the players, coaches/team managers and spectators. For statistical
analysis, mean and standard deviation were used. The information from the
questionnaires for the players and coaches/team managers were compared for their
opinions on development of rugby competition with 15 players per team using t-test
with a significance variance of 0.05. The results were:

1. The opinion of the suitability of the development of rugby union
competition management with 15 players per team according to the players, as a
whole, was to the level of high.

2. The opinion about the suitability of the development of rugby union
competition according to the opinions of the coaches/team mangers, as a whole, was
to the level of high.

3. The opinion on the suitability of the development of rugby union
competition management with 15 players per team according to the spectators as a
whole was medium.

4. In comparing the opinions of the players with coaches/team managers

on the development of rugby union competition management with 15 players per
team, we find that they don’t differ with a significance variance of 0.05.

KEY WORDS : OPINION/DEVELOPMENT / COMPETITION MANAGEMENT /
RUGBY UNION

130 pp.
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THE OPINION ABOUT THE DEVELOPMENT OF RUGBY UNION COMPETITION
MANAGEMENT

KARNTHEP YINGYONG 4537244 SHSM /M

M.A. (SPORT MANAGEMENT)

THESIS ADVISORS : DR. PRASERTCHAI SUKSAART, VITHOON YUTANUN M.A.,

PHARNIPHA THEERAKATHITH M.A..

Abstract

This research has the purpose of studying the opinions about development of rugby
competition of 15 players in a team, of the players, coaches/ team managers and spectators in
order to compare the opinions of the players with trainers/mangers on its suitability. The target
population and sample population were made up of 141 coaches/team mangers, 366 players and
900 spectators. The research tool was questionnaires for the players, coaches/team managers and
spectators. For statistical analysis mean and standard deviation were used. The information from
the questionnaires for the players and coaches/team managers were compared for their opinions
on development the rugby competition with 15 players in a team using t-test with a significance

variance of 0.05. The results were:

1. The opinion about the suitability of the development of rugby union competition
management with 15 players in a team according to the opinions of the players, as a whole was to

the level of high.

2. The opinion about the suitability of the development of rugby union competition

according to the opinions of the coaches/team mangers, as a whole, was to the level of high.
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3. The opinion about the suitability of the development of rugby union competition
management with 15 players in a team according to the spectators as a whole was medium.

4. In comparing the opinions of the players with coaches/team mangers about the

development of rugby union competition management with 15 players in a team, we find that

they don’t differ with a variance significance of 0.05.

Introduction

Sports competition is considered an important activity to encourage sports which is
beneficial for personal development, to build discipline, spirit of sportsmanship, and unity
whether the participation is as a sportsman, referee, manger or even as spectators. Rugby is a
kind of sports which has not spread widely enough. Rugby is a sport which is not popular enough
when we compare it to other sports like football, volleyball and basketball. It is second to all of
them. Rugby Association of Thailand has tried to encourage and support rugby game for the
purpose of making it popular and spread this sport to all corners of Thailand, especially, among
Thai youths. Rigby competitions in Thailand are mostly organized and controlled by Rugby
Association of Thailand so that it will be done according to universal rules and regulations
determined by International Rugby Board (IRB). For competitions in Thailand the Rugby
Association of Thailand has classified the kinds of teams into six: (1) Youth Teams of consisting
of youths of age not more than 15 years, 17 years and 19 years, both male and female. (2)
University students of first, second and third years, both male and female (3) Clubs, consisting of
Club 1 and Club 2, both male and female. Organization of rugby competition of teams consisting
of 15 players for the final will depend on many factors like the number of teams entered for the
competition, courts for the competition, equipments and conveniences, the duration of time for
the competition, public relations and budget for the competition. At present rugby competition
with 15 players in a team is not much popular with the general public as people don’t understand
rugby and the rules for playing it. There are hardly anybody interested in watching the game
except for people who had played rugby before or are connected in one way or other with the
team and follow up the news from newspapers and television. The researcher understands that the

competitions of rugby team with 15 players in a team has been arranged for a long time in
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Thailand regularly every year, but the number of spectators and who are interested is going down
steadily. The Rugby Association of Thailand has tried to develop and support rugby so that more
people will become interested. But as the players lack skills and the competitions are not arranged
well enough, it is not interesting for the people and very few watch the game. If we compare
rugby with other kinds of sports we can see how popular they are. People are willing to spend a
lot of money to watch the competitions and buy entrance tickets. It should happen to rugby, too.
This is the reason why the researcher wished to study the concepts of organizing ruby matches of
15 players in a team in order to have information on the opinion of the players, team managers,
and spectators for the sake of improving and rectifying the defects found in organizing the

competitions in future.

Research Purposes

1. In order to study the opinions about development of rugby competitions of 15

players in a team from the point of view of players, coaches/team mangers and spectators

2. In order to compare the opinions of the players with the opinions of the

coaches/managers about organizing Rigby matches for teams of 15 players.

This research is a study of the opinions of players, coaches/team managers and

spectators during the final rugby competition of teams of 15 players held in 2548.

Research Method

Target Population:

The population for this study consisted of:
1. Rugby players of 15 member teams who took part in the finals organized by the

Rugby Association of Thailand for the year 2548.
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2. Team coaches/team managers of teams who entered for the 15 member rugby

teams’ competition in the year 2548.

3. The spectators of rugby matches of 15 member rugby teams organized by the

Rugby Association of Thailand for the year 2548.

Sample Population

1. Players: Members of the rugby clubs of Rugby Association of Thailand under the
Royal Patronage who entered for the competition of 15 member teams. They were chosen through
Simple Random Sampling from a target population of 4,230. The researcher used Taro Yamane

technique to limit the size of sample population to 366 players.

2. Coaches /Team Mangers: There were 141 teams who entered the rugby
competition under the Rugby Association of Thailand in the 15 member team event. The

researcher chose 141 sample populations from the 141 teams, one for a team.

3. Spectators: To choose the sample population from spectators who watched the
Rugby Association Competition of the 15 members’ team for the year 2548, the researcher used
Accidental Sampling technique, dividing the spectators into 6 groups and choosing 150 people

from each group, making up a total population of 900 people.

Research Tool

The tool used for collecting data was two sets of questionnaires. One set for the
players/ coaches/ mangers, and another set for the spectators, for them to express their opinions

about the devlopment of the rugby competitions of 15 member’s team.

Set 1: Questionnaire for the players/ coaches/team managers

Part 1: Checklist to get general information about the respondents.
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Part 2: Information on the level of opinions of the players, coaches and mangers about
the development of the system of competitions, development of the players, development of
personnel involved with rugby, development of courts, equipments and other conveniences,

public relations to build up popularity and sports science development.

Part 3: Open end questions for the players, coaches and team mangers that entered the
competition of the 15 members team of the year 2548 to express their opinions and make

suggestions.

Set 2: Questionnaire for the Spectators:

Part 1: Background information of the spectators in the form of checklist.

Part 2: Items to reveal the level of opinion of the spectators on the organization system
of the competition, place for the competition, refereeing the competition and public relations,
including activities supporting the competition such as cheer leaders competition, sports

marketing etc.

Part 3: Open end items for the spectators of rugby match of 15 member teams of the year

2548 express to their opinions and suggestions.

Research Summary

The opinion of rugby players of 15 member teams on the suitability of organizing the

competition

The opinion of 15 player rugby teams who entered the rugby competition of the

year 2548, on the whole had high, (X_= 3.55,S.D.=0.27).

In considering individual items it was found that the players who entered the 15
member team of rugby competition of the year 2548 had their opinion on the suitability to the

level of high and medium equally. On suitability of development of sports science, participation,
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popularity, system of competition organization and sports competition system, the opinion of the
players was high, (X =3.90, S.D. = 0.48, X =3.72, S.D.=0.45and X =3.53, S.D. = 0.42,
respectively). On the suitability of development of the personnel, sports, courts, equipments and
conveniences the opinion of the players was of medium level. (X_ =3.48,S.D.=0.44, X_ =342,

S.D.=0.50 and X = 3.23, S.D. = 0.50, respectively).

Opinions of coaches and mangers of the teams on the development of the organization of the

rugby competition for the 15 member teams

The opinions of trainers and mangers of teams of 15 member rugby teams on the
suitability expressed, as a whole, were high, (X_= 3.62,S.D.=0.42).
In considering the opinions of the trainers and mangers of the 15 member rugby team that entered
the rugby competition of the year 2548 under individual items it was found that as whole it was
high, except for development of the system of organizing competitions, development fields,
equipments and conveniences which were at the level of medium,

(X =3.40,S.D.=0.67and X =3.19, S.D.=0.484 respectively).

Comparison of the opinions of the players and coaches/team mangers on the suitability of

organizing the rugby competition for 15 member teams

The opinions of the players, and coaches/team mangers/ on suitability of organizing
rugby competition, as a whole is high. In considering individual items it was found that the
opinions of players on three aspects were high. They are development of sports science,
development of participation and creation of popularity, and development of the organization of
the matches. For the coaches/ mangers of the teams, their opinions on the suitability of rugby
competition are of high level on four aspects, development of sports science, participation and
popularity, sports and rugby personnel. When we compare the opinions of the players and
coaches/mangers of the team of 15 member rugby teams, we can find that their opinions do not

differ according to variance significance of 0.05.
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When we consider the opinions of the players of the 15 member rugby team and
their coaches/mangers on the suitability of organizing the rugby competition on individual items,
we can see that the opinions on the aspects of the development of the system of competition
management, development of the players, development of rugby personnel and development of
sports science, differ in accordance with Significance Variance of 0.05. For the development of
the sports field, equipment, conveniences and participation and building popularity of the rugby

game, the opinions do not differ in accordance with the significance variance of 0.05.

The opinions of the spectators on the development of the organization of the rugby

competition for 15 member teams

According to the spectators, the suitability of organizing rugby competitions for 15

member teams, as a whole, is of medium level, (X =3.43, S.D. = 0.48).

When we consider the suitability under each individual item, we can see that the
spectators are of the opinion that the suitability of organizing 15 member rugby teams, as a whole,
differ from high to medium. On refereeing the match and the organization system their opinions
are to the level of high, (X =3.59, S.D. = 0.66 and X = 3.58, S.D. = 0.66 respectively). On the
place for competition and public relations the spectators’ opinions are medium level, ( X = 343,

S.D.=0.61 and X_ =3.08, S.D. = 0.48, respectively).
Discussion of the Research Results

From the results of the study of opinions on development of rugby competition of
15 member teams of the players and coaches/team managers, it was found their opinions on the
suitability of rugby competition for 15 member teams was to the level of high. When the opinion
of the players and coaches/team managers were considered on individual aspects, it was found
that the suitability, as a whole, varied equally between high and medium. On the development of
game and the development of the system of competition, the players were of the opinion that the

suitability was to a level of equally high and medium. On the development of sports science,
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development of participation and popularity of the game, and the development of competition
system, the players are of the opinion that suitability is to high level. For the development of
sports personnel, development of the players and development of sports fields and equipments
and other conveniences, suitability, according to the players was of medium level, respectively.
For the coaches/managers of the team, the opinion was that the organization of the 15 player
rugby team was suitable to a level of high, as a whole, except for the development of the system
of competition and development of the fields and equipments along with other conveniences. For

the above mentioned items the suitability was of medium level.

It agrees with the study of Sompop Juenjith (2544) on “Problems of Organizing
University League Football Competitions of Thailand for the year 2544” by asking the committee
members for sports organization, coaches/mangers and the players for their opinions on various
aspects of the competition like purpose, budget, arranging for the competition, courts and
equipments, security, public relations and refereeing. The result of the study was that there were
little problems on all aspects which further agrees with the study of Kraisorn Vong Pradit (2541:
Abstract) who did a study of problems on organizing the First Thai Universities Football
Competition. The result was that on the matter of equipments and fields there were many

problems.

From this research and the findings of the researches mentioned above, we can see
that organizing sports competitions or any other works must have management, system and clear
and definite plans with close coordination among all the personnel involved in the project. It
includes planning for the use of resources available with due consideration for the maximum
effectiveness of the work as mentioned by Somphong Kasemsin (2521: 3). He said management
is a science and an art, using the resources available to achieve the goal effectively. Somkid
Bangmo (2538: 30) says for management or administration of any sort, it is necessary to have the
basic resources of management. Four factors are generally considered important tools for

management. They are the 4 Ms: Man, money, Material and Management.
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For comparing the opinions of the players with coaches/team managers on the
matter of organization of 15 member rugby competition, the researcher tested the thesis through
the use t-test with a significance variance of 0.05. The results can be summarized as below. In
comparing the opinions of the players with/managers of the team on the organization of the rugby
competition for 15 member teams, in general, it was found that the players and coaches/managers
of the teams do not differ according to significance variance of 0.05. When the opinions of the
players and coaches/mangers of the team were compared uinder various aspects, it was found that
on the development of the system for competition, development of the players, development of
sports personnel and development of sports science there were differences under various
significance of 0.05. It agrees with the studies of Kraisorn Vongpradit (2541: Abstract) on the
problems of the First Thai University Football Competition. He found that when the opinions of
the sports committee, team mangers or coaches and the players who were involved in the First
Thai Universities Football Competition were compared, there were differences under the
significance variance of 0.05, except for the purpose, budget, and public relation which showed

no differences.

For the development of the competition system, development of the players,
development of the sports personnel and development of sports science the opinions differ under
the various significance of 0.05. It may be that experience in competitions, organization of
competitions, coordination, the acceptance of the sport and he development of resources,
including the effects of practice and rehearsals made differences in the opinions of the players and

coaches/ managers of the team.

From the study of the opinions of the spectators on the development of the rugby
competition of 15 member teams it was found that their opinions on the suitability of the 15
member rugby teams were at the medium level. When the opinions of the spectators were
considered under various aspects it was found that the opinions varied equally between medium
and high. On refereeing and organization of the competition their opinions were to a high level.
On the place for competition and public relations the spectators found that the suitability was of

medium level. It agrees with the findings of Sompop Junejit (2544) in the study of “Problems in
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Organizing Thai Football Competitions for the Year 2544”. The suggestions from the study were
that public relation about the competition needs to be improved. On the matter of place for
competition, it agrees with the study of Kraisorn Vongpradit (2541: Abstract) on the First Thai
Universities Football Competition. The finding was that on the matter of fields and equipments

there were many problems.

Recommendations from the Study

1. Development Sports Science: Each team or club must become aware of the
importance of sports science. There must be more programs for training in the application of
sports science and let specialists in sports science supervise the training, and test the physical
competency of the players in the team. Sports science must also be applied increasingly to look
after the injured players after the competition. Beside, there must be courses for the players and

trainers for them to have correct knowledge and understanding on sports science.

2. Public relations: There should be increased basic public relations conducted and
depend on the media too, in order to let the youth and the general public have knowledge and
understanding of the game of rugby with the purpose of making it popular. The competition day,
time and place including the results of the competition along with the level of score for each team

must be announced. And publish rugby news for the general public.

3. Provision of Conveniences for the Players and Coaches/Team Managers: There
must be doctors, infirmary and medical equipment in readiness for caring for the injured players,
along with first-aid as needed. Make sure of the number of changing rooms, comfort rooms and
baths are enough in proportion to the number of teams entering the competition on each day and
they are clean and ready for use at any time. Drinking water also must be provided for the players

and team officials.

4. The Level of Competitors: There should be competitions arranged at all levels in

order to choose able sportsmen for representing Thailand abroad. There should be a competition
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schedule at the national level and international level in order to know the number of competitions
available for the year and support efficient players by providing medical care and allowances to

increase their abilities.

5. Sports Field: The fields used for competitions should be perfectly prepared and
kept ready for the competition. The equipment used in the competition is rugby balls and mattress

for covering the posts. These equipments must be tested and kept ready.
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