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ABSTRACT

This research was conducted to study the awareness of Thai tourists of cultural
heritage conservation and factors affecting awareness of environmental conservation
as well as finding problems, setbacks and making recommendations on the cultural
heritage conservation. Data was collected by questionnaire completed by 400 visiting
tourists at Wat Chaiwatthanaram, Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya province. Results
analysis was statistically done with percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test and
one-way analysis.

Research results revealed fair level of awareness in cultural heritage
conservation. Factors affecting awareness in cultural heritage conservation were
consisted of educational levels, age and income. These factors had statistical
significance of 0.05 and 0.01, respectively. Factors in seeing value of cultural heritage
conservation and providing knowledge on environmental conservation affected
awareness in cultural heritage conservation had statistical significance of 0.001.
Problems, setbacks and key recommendations on the cultural heritage conservation
were inadequate knowledge and understanding as well as lacking of information on
cultural heritage Conservation.

Research recommendations suggested the need of samples group in receiving
ample news and publicity, trainings and seminars as well as getting regular knowledge
from concerned agencies, particularly the Tourism Authority of Central Region 6 and
the Fine Arts Department. These activities must be done in order to set up guidelines
for accurate method of understanding in cultural heritage conservation as well as
encouraging younger generation to love and desire to reserve cultural heritage.
Moreover, Information Center should be established to provide information as needed
by the tourists while visiting cultural heritage site. Community must be allowed to
participate continuously in planning guidelines to create awareness in cultural heritage
conservation among tourists and people.
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