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The objectives of this thesis were to 1) analyze literal and contextual meanings of
fighting and competing metaphors concerning or relating to phenomena, persons, actions, places or
ar;aas. instruments or methods and conditions in business news and 2) analyze conceptual
meanings of each category of the metaphors and conceptual meaning of real and metaphorical
phenomena of fights and competitions.

This thesis was based on data gathered from 5 Thai newspapers : Prachachartthurakit,
Krungthepthurakit, Lok-Wan-Nee, Matichonraiwan and Thairat published in April and May 2004.

Ninety-four metaphors were found. The literal meanings mean real fighting and
competing phenomena, but the contextual meanings mean metaphorical fighting and competing
phenomena in business activities. However, these metaphors reflect the same viewpoint of the Thai
language users that business activities are to try to fight or compete with other business rivals for
business success.

It can be concluded from the research that fighting and competing metaphors in business
news are good examples that reveal connections between the Thal language users’ conceptual
system and real and metaphorical fighting and competing phenomena. The study also shows that
the conceptual meaning of both real and metaphorical ﬂghting and. competing phenomena is *the

action of trying to defeat rivals”.





