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This research study aims to understand the characteristics and methods how Thai
government using its power to control state television journalists in Thailand in the context of
globalization focusing on the period from promulgation of the Constitution 2007 to the general
election on 3 July 2011. During this time, there was a severe political conflict in Thai society; as a
result, television journalistsare used as a tool for political purposes.Under globalization, the
communication system is effective and provides people with various channels to receive news
and information, thus more difficult to control. It is interesting to see whether the Thai
government would still have the ability to control people’s acquisition of news and information,
like they did in the past. In this study, the researcher conducted in-depth interviews with related
mass media journalists, as well as with government officers who are responsible for controlling
television journalists. Research and related papers regarding the rights and freedom of mass
media journalists have also been studied.

The study results found that the Thai government still tries to control and interfere with
the work of the mass media television.This is done using different methods including a command
asking for cooperation, a frequency band concession pushing mass media, and a special law such
as the Emergency Decree ordering for a restraint on mass media television broadcasting.

Nonetheless, even though the government tries to control mass media, with communication
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technology in the globalization era people have various channels to acquire news and information

and do not just rely on mainstream mass media, like in the past. Thus, the Thai government can

no longer control the people’s acquisition of news and information.



