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ABSTRACT

245635

A study of The Construction of the “Third Space” of Northern “New Rural” Women
Through Hybrid Folk-Modern Songs of Northern Thailand (Pleng Saw String) is aimed to 1.
explore the nature of the traditional social structure in Northern Thailand which affects control of
behavior and limitation of role and functions of rural Northern women; 2. explore the modern
social structure of Chiang Mai City which affects arrangements of status and role and
interpretation of Northern women,; 3. investigate the complexities of mixtures in indentifying the
meanings of Northern women from rural Northern women through the so-called ‘Saw String’

The findings revealed that the meanings of Northern womanhood the ‘Saw String’ songs
are results of mixtures between the traditional and modern meanings. In the traditional Lanna
society, sex status was used to determine ‘good and bad woman’, whereas, under a era of Lanna
being annexed by the Kingdom of Siam, the used of colonial discourse made Northern women ‘E
Lao’ (Lao woman). Afterwards, Siam used a nationalist discourse in integrating the country by

calling Northern women ‘Ladies of Northern Orchid’ in order to promote tourism. Such an



249695

interpretation of Northern womanhood, bringing about finally a division of Northern women into
middle-class women and lower-class women (Mae Ying Jao Baan or female villager).

Pleng Saw String, therefore, sever as the space for debate, barganing, and construction of
the meaning resulting from the ‘New Rural’ village women, namely, the meaning in an economic
space; 2. The meaning of women as a good one; 3. The meaning of those women own a secular
would; and 4. The meaning of these woho control their husbands in private space. In expected
that the results of thir study will be useful to development of woman both in understanding and
acknowledgement without feeling attached to the constructed images which will lead to freedom

of thoughts and practice.
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