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BAN SOM SONG SANG : THE TRANSMISSION OF THAI MUSICAL
CULTURE OF KRU MONTRI TRAMOD

SUWIWAN WATANATUP 4737643 LCCS/M
M.A. (CULTURAL STUDIES)

THESIS ADVISORS : ANAN SOBRERK B.ED., M.ED., PORNTHIP USUPARAT
B.A, M.A., PHODCHARA SUWANAPHACHANA B.B.A., M.A.

ABSTRACT

This research aims at studying the life, works and services of Kru Montri
Tramod who was a national artist of Thai classical Music in 1985. The research
also examines the transmission of the Thai musical culture of Kru Montri
Tramod at Ban Som Song Sang and its role in Thai society.

The results of the research shows that Kru Montri Tramod was a venerable
person who was an outstanding teacher, scholar and artist. Moreover, he created
many national heritage works in traditional music and literature, Besides that, he
passed on his musical knowledge to his children and students, to the Thai music
society, music schools, and to educational institutions.

Finally, Ban Som Song Sang was the last place dedicated to the preservation
of Thai musical culture until his passing away in 1995. After that, his children,
along with his students, transmitted his knowledge by establishing the Kru Montri
Tramod foundation at Ban Som Song Sang to continue the tradition. They
established a house of Thai traditional music as a learning center at Ban Som
Song Sang that has become a museum and an important place in Thai culture.
In 2003, the Ministry of Culture recognized Ban Som Song Sang as a “national

artist’s home” that is part of the national heritage of Thai musical culture.

KEY WORDS : BAN SOM SONG SANG / TRANSMISSION / MUSICAL
CULTURE / THAI TRADITIONAL MUSIC / KRU MONTRI TRAMOD

201 pp.
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BAN SOM SONG SANG : THE TRANSMISSION OF THAI MUSICAL
CULTURE OF KRU MONTRI TRAMOD

SUWIWAN WATANATUP 4737643 LCCS/M
M.A. (CULTURAL STUDIES)

THESIS ADVISORS : ANAN SOBRERK B.ED., M.ED., PORNTHIP USUPARAT
B.A, M.A., PHODCHARA SUWANAPHACHANA B.B.A., M.A.

EXTENDED SUMMARY

1. Introduction

A music house is like a family whose inheritance is Thai musical culture. It is
a place where knowledge is acquired and preserve and where Thai music is taught to
individuals and to groups. A music house usually creates its own musical works and
styles and has its own way of passing on works. In order to preserve a music house
and expand it into an educational site, the involvement of the inheritors and the
students is vital.

Ban Som Song Sang or Som Song Sang house is a music house that belonged
to Khru Montri Tramod. It has been playing a significant role up to present. Kru
Montri Tramod was regarded as a music and dance expert. He was a great teacher
who was exceptional in both the theory and the practice of Thai music. Kru Montri
was honored the National Artist title in Thai performing arts (Thai music) in 1985
This exemplary teacher who lived through the five reigns was equipped with
knowledge, morality, vision and a decent life style.

Ban Som Song Sang is a place where Thai musical culture has been passed on
to the new generation. The house is located at 81 Soi Pichayanant 2 Tivanon 3
Tambon Taladkwan Ampur Muang Nontaburi. Kru Montri bought this house for
150,000 baht when he retired in 1962 using his pension. Since he had been staying at

other people’s house all along, Ban Som Song Sang was his very first house.
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Even though this house should have been a place where he could have
peacefully enjoyed his retirement, it had not been the case. As he retired, the
Department of Fine Arts appointed him a Thai music specialist. Inevitably, the house
became the place where he composed songs to celebrate several important national
occasions. It was also the place where he taught students, scholars and musicians as
well as holding the wai kru ceremony.

After he passed away, Ban Som Song Sang still plays a significant role in
transmitting Thai musical culture. With the help of his inheritors and his students, the
house has been turned into a historic house museum where knowledge, wisdom and
valuable works of the country are collected. The house has been opened to public
since 2000 to disseminate Kru Montri’s works and to establish a Thai music archive
for the new generation. In addition, his inheritors and his students successfully
established the Foundation on March 16, 1993 The Dramatic Arts College, the
Department of Fine Arts, his students and those who revered Khru Montre helped
organize an event to commemorate the country’s music and dance teachers and
allocated the revenue to set up the Montri Tramod Foundation. The main objective of
the foundation is to give scholarship to Thai music majors at the Dramatic Arts
College who are financially deficit but have good academic standing and good
conduct. In addition, the foundation also aims at disseminating Khru Montri’s works
by offering music lessons on weekend.

Because Ban Som Song Sang belonged to a national artist with remarkable
contribution to Thai society, and the house was a mechanism for Thai musical culture
transmission, it would be beneficial for the Thai music society to study how Ban Som
Song Sang has been preserved and developed and the contribution it has made to the

Thai musical culture.

2. Research Obijectives
1. To study the life of Kru Montri Tramod and the history of Ban Som Song
Sang
2. To study the transmission of Thai musical culture of Ban Som Song Sang
3. To study the contribution of Ban Som Song Sang



gA355u Tauin unagduuuauysaimdangy / 158

3. Research Methodology

This is an ethnomusicological study that uses qualitative research methods to
study the history and the development of Ban Som Song Sang, the transmission of the
musical culture and the contribution that Ban Som Song Sang has made to Thai
society. Data were collected using interviews, observations, photographs, audio and
video records and documents.

The researcher followed the following procedures:

1. Selecting the study site

2. Selecting the informants

3. Examining primary data gathered from field work, observations and
interviews.

4. Examining secondary data which were documents, photographs, audio
records and video records.

5. Categorizing and organizing the data

6. Analyzing the data

7. Synthesizing the data

8. Writing the research report.

4. Research Results

4.1 The life of Kru Montri and the history of Ban Som Song Sang

Kru Montri grew up in Supanburi. Once an orphan and a common musician,
he was finally honored the National Artist title not only because of his knowledge and
ability but also because of his diligence, his patience, his sense of gratefulness, and
his morality. Kru Montri was a musician in a band that accompanied King Rama V1.
He served at the Department of Fine Arts until he retired and he was appointed a Thai
music specialist thereafter.

Kru Montri Tramod wrote textbooks for Thai music and developed
curriculums for Thai music and Thai dance. Later he became the Head of Thai Music
Division, Class 2 Artist, and Class 1 Artist respectively. He was the first artist of the
Fine Arts Department who was promoted to the Special Class position. After his
retirement, he was appointed a Thai music specialist until he passed away in 1995 He

spent 78 years serving at the department. The honor he received was tremendous.
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Moreover, he was the first musician of his time who received the highest level of
royal decorations.

Kru Montri Tramod was regarded as a creator and preserver of Thai arts and
culture especially Thai music. He was 95 years old when he died. He was born in
1900, at the end of King Rama V’s reign and he passed away in 1995 during the reign
of King Rama IX. Therefore, he was like a bridge that passed on the history of Thai
music from the past to the present time. He was highly regarded in Thai music and
Dance. His works was beautiful, full of aesthetic value and with a mixture of
Buddhist teaching. His works can be used as guidelines to teach Thai youths to be
polite and strong along the Thai cultural pattern. Therefore, his works are valuable
and should be preserved. He passed on cultural inheritances of different areas. He
was respected and loved by people. He passed away in 1995

4.2 The Houses of Kru Montri Tramod

The house where he was born was located in Supanburi. When he came to
work in Bangkok, several teachers and members of the royal family provided him
places to live as well as giving him other forms of support. Kru Montri lived in 9
houses and these houses can tell us some aspects of his life.

His first house is the house where he was born. It was a raft house on the bank
of Supanburi River behind Suvanabhumi Temple. He had been living in that house
for 12 years. (1900-1912) During that time he first learned the music profession from
Kru Sombun Nakkong. Living close to the temple, he had absorbed Buddhist
principles since he was young. The temple helped shape and cultivate righteousness
for him.

The second house belonged to Kru Bunsom Somsuwan. It was located in
Samutsongkram. This house was the place where Kru Montri advanced his musical
knowledge and skills through systematic teaching methods. Kru Bunsom explained
the principles and demonstrated the techniques clearly. He also taught music
composition.

The third house was a government employee house in Chankasem Palace. It
was the palace which King Rama V constructed as a residence for King Rama VI. In
order to work in the palace, Kru Montri had to practice very hard and be very patient.

Finally, he was selected as a ranat toom player for the Department of Performing Arts.
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While living in this house, he learned to play several other musical instruments from
famous teachers. He composed his first song “Toytring” and many other songs.
Moreover, Kru Montri, was the first khim player in the royal band. He played khim
when King Rama VI was ill. He gained knowledge, experience as well as the
tradition of performing in the palace.

The fourth house, Ban Banthomsin, belonged to Maha Sawek Ek Paya
Anirutthdeva (M.L. Phun Pungbun) Kru Montri contributed to the dramas of
Banthomsin Group by playing the music, composing the plays, and specify the music.
He gained a lot of experience from Ban Bantomsin in all those areas and also in the
management of stage dramas.

The fifth house is Ban Manankasila. It was the houses which King Rama VI
gave to Praya Udomrajapakdi (To Sujaritkul). It was the place where Kru Montri
lived peacefully. He had time to produce a large number of songs and poems.
Moreover, he gained knowledge by joining meetings and working with intellectuals
and experts at Rajabandit Sapa. There, he also learned about the western world.

The sixth house was Tamnak Suansupan of Chaokhunpra Prayoonrawong (Pae
Bunnag). Chaokhunpra Prayoonrawong loved drama very much. He set up his own
troupe to practice performing without receiving any benefit. Kru Montri helped play
music for the troupe. There he learned a lot about playing music for a dramatic
troupe.

The seventh house was a rented house in Soi Watmai Amataros Tambon
Bangkhunprom. He lived in this house only for a short time. It was like a house of
hope implying his endeavor to own a house.

The eight house was situated by Samsen canal. It was on a private land of
Pravoravongther Praongchao Adisaisuriyapa. He served at the Department of Fine
Arts while he lived in this house. There, he composed a large number of songs.

The ninth house was Ban Suansupan of Praya Udomrajapakdi (To Sujaritkul).
It was a house full of trees. The pleasant natural surrounding made his stay very
comfortable and happy. He put considerable effort in creating works continuously.

The last house was Ban Som Song Sang. It was the house he owned. He
bought it when he was 60 or the year 1962 he retired. He used the retirement fund to

buy the house. It was his first and his only house.
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Ban Som Song Sang was located at 81 Moo 4, Soi Revadee 10, Tivanon Road,
Tambon Taladkwan, Amphur Muang Nontaburi. The location has been changed to
Moo 11. The former owner Chuang lampirom sold it for 150,000 baht in 1967. Tal
Pichayanan a real-estate businessman who sell lands in Soi Pichayanan was very fond
of Thai music. When he heard that Kru Montri bought a house near his real estate, he
helped build the road to the land of Kru Montri. In 1970, Tal ask Kru Montri to name
the 23 sub-lanes in Soi Pichayanan. Kru Montri named all the sub-lanes after Thai
songs. He named the sub-lane in which his house was located as Som Song Sang. As
a result, his house was also called Ban Som Song Sang.

Ban Som Song Sang obviously reflected Kru Montri’s identity. The style was
appropriate for a simple middle class owner. It was a suitable residence for
retirement. However, the house became his second office. After his retirement, the
Department invited him to work as a Thai music specialist. Also, several universities
invited him to be a guest lecturer for several courses. When he got older, students
would come for lessons at this house. Therefore, this house was not only a residence,
but also an office in which he worked to preserve and transmit Thai culture. It was a
place that collected valuable knowledge, wisdom and works of the country and an
educational site for musical culture that Kru Montri left for the nation.  His inheritors
and his students helped carry on the previous functions of Ban Som Song Sang as an
educational site for musical culture.

4.3 The transmission of Thai musical culture of Ban Som Song Sang

The transmission of Thai musical culture of Ban Som Song Sang can be
divided into two period : the periods while he was alive and after his death.

4.3.1 The transmission of Thai musical culture of Ban Som Song
Sang while he was alive. (1962 — 1995)

Kru Montri Tramod lived at Ban Som Song Sang at the final phase of his
life. It was the house where he had always been longing for and where he finally
lived happily. After having his own house, he could live peacefully, and could do
whatever he liked to do. There, he could pass on different areas of musical culture as

he wished.



gA355u Tauin unagduuuauysalmdingy / 162

1) The transmission of musical culture to his inheritors and
students

Ban Son Song Sang is a place where Thai musical culture was passed
on to the inheritors and the students. Two of his inheritors, Kru Silapee Tramod and
Yanee Tramod inherited the khim playing style. The playing techniques was the same
as the techniques he used when he played for King Rama VI when the king was ill.
He also taught the singing style to Dontri Tramod. The song Som Song Sand was a
representative of the songs he composed. Both the melody and the verse was
beautiful, so it was widely recognized. In addition to inheriting the singing style,
Dontri Tramod also inherited the organization of the wai kru ceremony. Moreover,
Ban Som Song Sang was also a place where Thai musical culture especially music
theory was transmitted to students. Therefore, Ban Som Song Sang was then an
important center for the Thai music network.

2) A place for transmitting Thai musical culture in the area of
music composition

Ban Som Song Sang was a place where Kru Montri composed songs. It
can be considered one of his offices. He used his dining table, living room table and
his bed to compose songs every day before going to bed or after getting up. He
usually spent his free time composing songs, most often in his bedroom, the most
peaceful place. The scratches on the head of the bed was the evidence of his knocking
to form the musical beats. Kru Montri was different from other composers in that he
did not use any instrument when he composed a song. This suggested that he was a
truly distinctive genius.

4.3.2 The transmission of musical culture after the death of Kru
Montri Tramod (1995 - 2006)

Ban Som Song Sang has always been a place where Thai musical culture
is trasmitted. The function continues even after Kru Montri Tramod’s death. His
inheritors carry on his intention and help preserve, develop and disseminate his works.
Therefore, Ban Som Song Sang has become an educational site on Thai musical

culture.
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1) The Montri Tramod Foundation

Kru Montri believed that in order to pass on Thai musical culture, he
needed to inspire students of Thai music to help them realize their full potential. At
the same time, good students with financial deficit should also be supported. After his
death, the Montri Tramod Foundation was moved to Ban Som Song Sang. His
inheritors added new objectives of the foundation which were to preserve Kru
Montri’s musical style, to provide educational support and to disseminate the works
of Kru Montri. His inheritors and his students still carry on his will.

2) Kru Montri Tramod Day Show and the opening ceremony of
the musician’s house museum at Ban Som Song Sang

Kru Montri Tramod Day Show was first organized in 1997, two years
after Kru Montri passed away. M.R. Chakrarot Chitrapong, the vice president of the
Montri Tramod Foundation reported to HRH Mahachakri Sirindhorn who determined
that June 17 of every year should be Kru Montri Tramod Day. Since then, it was the
day his inheritors and his students organized annual events to promote Thai music and
dance and to disseminate Kru Montri Tramod’s works. Later, the house was turned
into a historic house museum. The opening ceremony was held on June 17, 2000
which was 100 years after Kru Montri’s birth. The organizing committee invited
HRH Mahachakri Sirinthorn to preside over the opening ceremony and to watch the
show. The house has been turned into an important national cultural learning site
which all the house members were proud of. In 2006 there was a sign opening
ceremony and the house formally became a national artist’s house and an important
educational site on culture.

3) Music lessons for the public

Ban Som Song Sang House offers music lessons to the public to
preserved Kru Montri Tramod original musical style and pass on his cultural tradition.
The music training program formerly called “Sit Ban Kru Montri” meaning the
students of Kru Montri’s House is held on weekend. The instruction is offered by Kru
Sinlapee Tramod, the Thai music specialist of the Department of Fine Arts, and his
students. This music student group would perform in several cultural programs in
order to share Kru Montri’s work with the public and to set guidelines for correct

performance of original musical compositions and style of Kru Montri.
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4) The dissemination of Kru Montri Tramod’s works

To disseminate the works of Kru Montri tramod’s, his inheritors and
his students compiled his works and distributed them in several forms such as books,
video CDs, cassette tapes etc. Government and private organizations as well as
concerned people also provided support. The compilation of his work helps preserve
Thailand’s intellectual property.

4.3.3 The transmission of the wai kru ceremony principalship and
the wai kru ceremony organization

To be the principal of the wai kru ceremony, the person should be highly
regarded by the artists. Kru Montri Tramod was very influential in the area of the
wai kru ceremony because of his ability, his characteristics and the systematic training
he received along the Thai custom. He was designated the wai kru ceremony
principal by two Music Masters which are Praya Prasan Duriyasap (Plak Prasansap)
and Luang Praditpairoh (Sorn Silpabanleng). Most important of all, he was granted
permission to hold the wai kru ceremony for Khon and Thai Dance by His Majesty
the King.

After he was granted permission to be the wai kru principal, he carefully
chose three persons who were qualified both in terms of knowledge and maturity to
inherit the principalship. All of the wai kru principal designated cereremonies were
held at Ban Som Song Sang as follows:

The first ceremony was on Thursday October 29, 1981 Kru Montri
Tramod designated the Thai music wai kru ceremony principalship to Kru Silapee
Tramod, his son, and Kru Sirichaichan Fukchumroon.

The second ceremony was on Thursday June 17, 1993 Kru Montri
Tramod designated the Thai music and dance wai kru ceremony principalship to Kru
Silapee Tramod, his son, and Kru Sirichaichan Fukchumroon.

The third ceremony was on Thursday August 25, 1994 Kru Montri
Tramod designated the Thai music wai kru ceremony principalship to five music
teachers : Kru Sanwian Tongkam, Kru Yongyos Vanamas, Kru Natapong Sowat, Kru
Boonchuay Sowat and Kru Tongchai Tavorn.

As for the other wai kru ceremonies at Ban Som Song Sang, after Kru

Montri Tramod had passed away, his inheritors and his students organized the
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ceremony annually with Kru Silapee Tramod as the principal of the ceremony. He
was the one who has inherited the Thai music and dance wai kru ceremony directly
from Kru Montri Tramod. The ceremony were not only held to yield blessing but also
to provide an opportunity for his students to unite and help pass on the musical
culture.

4.4 The role of Ban Som Song Sang

Ban Som Song Sang has made considerable contribution to Thai musical
culture. Kru Montri Tramod’s house is used to transmit various areas of Thai culture.
It is an important educational site for the new generation since it is a place where
knowledge is advanced and put into practice. In addition, it is the place that activates
visitors’ conscience and the place that helps shape one’s behavior. Ban Som Song
Sang plays a significant role in the following five areas:

1. The transmission of the principalship of the wai kru ceremony and the
wai Kru ceremony organization

2. The exchange of Thai musical culture

3. The preservation of Kru Montri Tramod’s original compositions and
his musical style

4. The collection and dissemination of Kru Montri Tramod’s works

5. The preservation of wisdom and cultural heritages.

Ban Som Sang is a place where knowledge, wisdom and valuable works of the

country are preserved. It is a valuable educational site for Thai music. It is, therefore,

an educational and tourism site that the Thais should be proud of.

5. Discussion

The analysis indicates that even though Kru Montri Tramod was an ophan
who was deprived of family love, he never allowed the misfortune to obstruct him.
He turned the deficits into a driving force for his study and work. It was because he
was close to morality since he was young. Since he was born close to the temple and
his grandfather was an abbot, he absorbed Buddhist principles and, therefore, loved
peace and had tolerance. Because he used his deficits in a positive way, he became
very knowledgeable and skillful. When he came to work in Bangkok, he devoted

remarkably to his work. As a result, all of his works turned out perfect.
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After he had moved to the Department of Fine Arts, Kru Montri devoted fully
to his works. He composed over 200 Thai songs and also created literary works. He
received the title of the National Artist in 1985 More over, he was a great teacher
presiding over the wai kru ceremony for music and dance.

Ban Som Song Sang was a house that he bought using his retirement fund.
He was very proud of this house because it was his first and his only house. The house
was named Som Song Sang because Tal Pichayanant the owner of Soi Pichayanant
was very fond of Thai music. He asked Kru Montri to name all the sub-lanes. Kru
Montri named all the sub-lanes after Thai songs, and he named the sub-lane in which
his house situated Som Song Sang. Kru Montri lived at this house for 33 years. Since
the Department of Fine Arts appointed him the special artist, Ban Som Song Sang was
also a place where culture was transmitted in addition to being a residence.

When Kru Montri was alive, Ban Som Song Sang was the place where Thai
musical culture was transmitted to his inheritors and his students. It was the place
where his khim playing style was taught. Such transmission was valuable for the
nation because during his lifetime, the khim playing style was taught only to his
inheritors. Later the khim playing style has been handed down to the next generation.
Moreover, the correct singing style of the song Som Song Sang and the proper
procedure of being a wai kru ceremony helper was also handed down to his inheritors.
He also transmitted knowledge in Thai classical music to his students. Finally, Ban
Som Song Sang transmitted the culture because Kru Montri also composed many of
his songs there.

After Kru Montri passed away, Ban Som Song Sang still plays an important
role. There have been some changes due to various factors. The Montri Tramod’s
foundation was moved to Ban Som Song Sang and the dissemination of Kru Montri
Tramod’s works was added as a new function. As a results, there have been such
activities as the opening of the house as an artist’s house museum, the Kru Montri
Day’s performing programs, and Thai music lessons for the public. It has become a
cultural educational site and a place where the wai kru ceremony is held and where
the new wai kru principalship is handed down.

Kru Montri Tramod passed on the wai kru principalship to only 8 of his

students. All of the ceremonies were held at the house. After Kru Montri’s death, the
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ceremony is stilled held by Kru Silapee Tramod in order to transmit the Thai musical
culture and to carry on Kru Montri’s will. The study of Ban Som Song Sang is also a
commemoration of Kru Monti Tamod’s valuable contribution to Thailand. It will also

help preserve the house and its role in Thai musical culture.

6. Suggestions

The researcher provides the following suggestions:

6.1 Suggestions for further research
There are several other aspects of Kru Montri Tramod that should be
studied such as his idiosyncratic way of composing songs. He could compose
beautiful Thai songs using western musical notation, and without using any
instrument. His composing tactics are reflective of his genius and are worth studying.
6.2 General Suggestions
6.2.1 There are several other famous musicians with distinctive life
styles. Several of them are national artists. In order to become national artists, the
musicians have to be very patient because before they are widely recognized by the
public, they have to put considerable effort to create a large amount of works.
Therefore, more research should be done to inspire other musicians to follow the
paths of those national artists in living a proper life.
6.2.2 There are several other houses of famous artists. Each house has
its distinct way of passing on the works. There should be more research on other
music houses to see how they have changed and developed.
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