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STUDY OF THE MUSIC CURRICULUM CONSTRUCTION IN THE THIRD
LEVEL OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOL IN SONGKHLA PROVINCE, THAILAND

WISARN SUTTHISAWANG 4736121 MSMS /M
M.A. (MUSIC)

THESIS ADVISORS: KOVIT KANTASIRI,M.A., Ph.D.,
ORAWAN BANCHONGSILPA M.M., NARONGCHAI PIDOKRAJ, M.A.

ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to analyze the music curriculum
construction process and problems in the third level of the public school in Songkhla
province, Thailand; vision, expected learning outcome, learning substance, time
allocation, course description and learning unit were evaluated.

The researcher specified music teachers to interview and study their
institution’s curriculum and music substance. The representative sample were music
teachers in 14 schools from a total of 42 third level public schools under the
supervision of Songkhla Educational Service Areas 1 2 and 3.

Music teachers had little knowledge for developing a music curriculum, and
lacked confidence, students had little basic music knowledge, the time allocation was
too short, they could not stipulate high expectations. However, expected learning
outcomes continuously covered standards. Thai musical strands were more common
than western music and local music. Time was allocated by school administrators.
Course description and learning units were adapted from art group learning
management guidelines. The students and community did not participate in
construction of the music curriculum. Music teachers emphasized that students need
to be progressive inorder to develop morality and music skills.

The problems of constructing in a music curriculum were that administrators
did not consider music instruction, a lack of music teachers, a community lack of
materials and resources for music, and students had little basic music knowledge.

KEYWORDS: INSTITUTION CURRICULAR / MUSIC CURRICULUM/
THIRD LEVEL / SONGKHLA

227 pp.
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STUDY OF THE MUSIC CURRICULUM CONSTRUCTION IN THE THIRD LEVEL OF THE

PUBLIC SCHOOL IN SONGKHLA PROVINCE, THAILAND
WISARN SUTTHISAWANG 4736121 MSMS /M

M.A. (MUSIC)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: KOVIT KANTASIRI, M.A., Ph.D.,

ORAWAN BANCHONGSILPA, M.M., NARONGCHAI PIDOKRAJ, M.A.

EXTENDED SUMMARY

Statement of the Problems

Curriculum construction is mission that the Ministry of Education contributed to
schools for constructing based on Basic Education Curriculum B.E. 2544 aim to preserve and
promote and adapt local wisdom appropriately; compare and apply Thai and international wisdom

creatively.

The fundamental substance is assembled into 8 groups: Thai language, Mathematics,
Science, Social studies religion and culture, Health and physical education, Art, Career and
Technology and Foreign language. Art substance consists of a visual arts, music and performing

arts. Detail of music substance and standard are as below:

Standard A 2.1 Understanding and creatively expressing art of music;
reviewing and analyzing its value; freely transferring emotions and thoughts about music;

appreciating and applying music in daily life.

Standard A 2.2 Understanding music, history and culture relationship;

appreciating music cultural heritage, local wisdom and Thai wisdom.

All schools develop their institution curricula on B.E. 2546; teachers were trained to
develop curricular and learning design. Music teachers never trained with music trainer especially.
They still have something ambiguous, not understand, or lacked of self confidence. Some school
has only one which responsible entire music substance arts. Therefore, researcher’s interested to

study about processing and problem of construction of music curriculum
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Objectives

1. To analyze music curriculum construction process in the third level of the public

school in Songkhla province, the following stipulations are as below:
a. Vision
b. Expected learning outcomes
c. Learning substance
d. Time allocation
e. Course description
f. Learning Unit

2. To analyze problems of music curriculum construction process as above

Research methodology

Researcher specified music teacher to interview and study their institutions curriculum
of music substance. Representative sample were music teachers in 14 schools from the total 42
third level of the public schools under the supervision of Songkhla Educational Service Areal 2
and 3. Expert Choice was employed to randomize the sample depended on appropriate qualities

as below:

1. To be teacher who had taught music substance at present school since Academic

year 2546
2. To be teacher who had taught basic music in third level
3. To be teacher who self-construction music curriculum thoroughly
4. Has complete music curriculum document and used its truly

5. Person who able to tell the truth of construction curriculum process
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Conclusions

Based on the data analyzed, the results of this research were:

Part I: Personal Background information

Finding: All respondents have qualification of music, teaching music for over 11
years. The majority of them were experienced western music more than Thai music, attended
construction curriculum training, trainer are education supervisor or lecturer from university who
weren’t expert on music curriculum because of school lacked the budget. Most of schools have
only 1 teacher that be responsible entire music substance; Thai music, western music and folk
music. According to Education Research Group 2546): (40; teachers lacked of self confidence,
teachers is insufficient, a teacher had to construct many strands. Each time, trainers were not give
similarly knowledge. Budget for training and construct curriculum insufficiency. Music teacher of
Rajabhat of Sonkhla university who expert on music curriculum lacked of opportunity to

cooperate with the supervision of Songkhla Educational Service.
Part II: Construction Curriculum Process

1. Vision

To stipulations vision of music; teachers consider school vision, administrator policies,
potential of student and community tended to student have music performance skill, knowledge,
music for community and society, music for developing in daily life; student able to be above.
But it was not stipulate good vision according to guidelines of Basic Education Curriculum B.E.
2544; vision expresses ultimate expectation from educational institutions. Including still not
sharpness clear, deep, wide, ultimate expectations (Somnuek Tardtong, 2548: 49) and not suitable
with student level which Basic Education Curriculum B.E. 2544 stipulations; the third level,
secondary grades 1-3: Management of learning more difficult, more complicated and intensive
subjects. Those having difficult and complicated theory and substance may be isolated. Thus,

music teacher not stipulations vision of music be isolated others group

Music vision show as; problems of students about basic knowledge of music, not
readiness of community and music teacher or lacked of self confidence in mission to lead of

vision that be arise in the future.
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2. Expected learning outcomes

Most of music teacher stipulated expected learning outcomes cover standard A 2.1 and
standard A 2.2 but not match with teacher requirements because face with some problems such as
lacked of text books, learning materials, musical instruments, a few periods and music teacher who

aptitude for each culture; thai classical music, western music and folk music were not insufficient.

Main problems were students lacked of knowledge and skill of music from second level
cause elementary school did not have music teacher especially western music, thus they were not

able to teach performance musical instrument and read music notation.

Whenever, most of music teacher stipulated thorough the expected learning outcomes
continuously alike guidelines for adaptation of the art groups that formulated similar to Spiral
Curriculum of Manhattanville Music Curriculum Project (MMCP) should stipulated expected
learning outcomes in third level continuously. Learning management should based on level of
student progressive. Music learning emphasized to technical skill, on parallel music theory, more
difficult, more complicated. Students should had opportunity to continue study correctly in music

strands 3 years for developing music skill step by step and efficiency.
3. Learning Substance

Most of music teachers point to learning substance that be management learning by
explain, demonstrate, discuss or report such as kinds of musical instrument, ensemble, influence of
music for human, manipulate of musical instrument, listening and analyzing of music, elements of

music, music history and effects of cultural.

Most of music teachers stipulated learning substance that be management learning by
explain and practice together such as singing and music performance, applying technical skill of
singing and music performance, applying knowledge and music principles with others subjects and

daily life, appreciate in heritage cultural and thai wisdom.

Most of learning materials were worksheet, text books, musical instruments; tape

cassette or video only few times.

Students had chance to study Thai classical music for singing and music performance

only 1 piece, most of its were 2 4 measure, musical instruments was khlui peang or (Thai flute).
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Local music strands studied about music in community by expert instructor that invited
from community. He was explained, demonstrated, introduced local musical instruments,
performance time, not emphasized to practice.

Western music as same as Thai classical music contents, but emphasized to study
music notation tempo, singing but not emphasized based on notation, did not studied about vocal
emsemble. They little studied about accidental and scales. Most of songs were His Majesty
composition.

Learning substance all above respond to standards for each grade level learning and
student knew about music and progressive 3 dimensions completely such as Panya Rungroung
(2548:71) said that: Cognitive domain, affective domain, psychomotor domain; but cognitive and
affective progressive more effective than psychomotor progressive such as teacher lacked song
information that respond to student progressive. Most of songs which show on text books of many
private publisher popular music or His Majesty composition. Musical instrument were recorder.
Practice sing of song and music performance short song 3-4 pieces, not emphasized music
notations, scale; did not respond to choosing song principles and music teaching. Experience of
music listen only a few; music listening leaded students to be happiness to study and be aesthetic
directly. Students should practice more music listening such as listen pitch of sample music and
analyze or specific notations; then sing in tune rhythm or pitches discriminate until pronounce
their own or performance musical instrument correctly. Including listening several songs such as
different styles and traditional from different times and cultures. Something that important than
pictures or descriptions from teacher were sample of sounds or pictures and sounds that students
be understanding in music clearly because something couldn’t explain with word or text such as
beautiful sounds, consonance, dissonance and emotional. Teacher should be put more these
activities respond with learning substance.

Primary cause that music teacher stipulate Thai classical music more than western
music as below:

1. Music teacher followed Article 7 of the National Education Act B.E. 2542: pride in
Thai identity; ability to protected and public and national interests; promotion of religion, art,
national culture, local wisdom and Thai wisdom and universal knowledge; inculcating ability to

preserve natural resources and the environment.
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2. Music background of second level student in elementary school had knowledge
about Thai classical music more than western music. Also, music teacher in third level just start to
teach western musical. It difficult to take a short time, some teachers discouraged to teach for
practicing musical instrument and reading notations; so allowed student to read Thai notes
system; including did not teach music theory that higher than reading basic notation.

Believe that music teacher stipulate substance respond to individuals’ capabilities,
aptitudes, interests and potential. However, music teacher need to development from trainer who
expert in music directly. Researcher hope that learning substance was better, if community was

readiness: people, learning materials, resources.
4. Time allocation divided into 2 topics as below:
1. Time allocation of music curriculum each level

Administrator of school allocated time to art substance only 40 hours in 3
years. As possible that administrator of schools have attitude that music learning means: training
student only few groups to be talent in music for participate with community activities and
famous to school unlike management learning in classroom, consider from the Basic Education
Curriculum B.E. 2544 allocated time for the third level, secondary grades 1-3, annual time-frame,
5-6 hours daily. Approximate time shall be allocated to 8 subject groups on more or less equal
basic. Later, Ministry of Education allocated time for art group in first level up to third level
minimum 80 hours annually. Also, 3 years get time frame 240 hours, after divided to 3 substances
of art groups: visual art, music and performance art. Music substance should have 80 hours /
3years. In fact, time of music substance allocated only 40 hours/3 years all schools even though

have music teacher only 1 or 3-4 in same school.
2. Time allocation to each strand

In three years of third level, time allocation of music only 40 hours for all
music standards. Result of research: Thai classical music allocated time more than western music
appropriately. For singing and music practicing allocated time less than music theory and
knowledge of music that should reviews “Is it respond to vision?”. Many strands designed
learning by explaining , group processing for make a report that student work together and student

were leaded to other moralities. Time allocated only 2 hours in semester is not enough for
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practice student to have technical skill of music such as singing, music performance, musical
creative because music skills development must take a time to continuously practice again and
again.

Music teacher allocated time and weighting of learning substance by consider
about emphasize of curriculum, nature of stands, management learning principle that were
accepted both in country and international such as Suzuki, Carl Orff, Kadaly, Dalcroze, Satit
Kasetsart University Laboratory school or Chulalongkorn University Demonstration School and
so on. In case of music teacher construct integration curriculum within one substance, solve
problems at first and more’over, allocation time is sufficiency leaded to develop music skill of

student to be talent.
5. Course Description

Most of music teacher produce course description similar patterns by adapt from
guidelines for adaptation of the art groups that support by Ministry of Education. Course
description consist of visual arts, music and performance art and comprise name of the course,
time-frame or number of units, learning standard, expected learning outcomes, learning
substance, activities and moralities.

Some music teacher described about learning measurement and evaluation or contents

and activities did not cover cognitive domain, affective domain and psychomotor domain.

Music teachers only few did not produce course description in other position, they
stipulated in unit plan or guideline was not clear. Music teachers were not confidence to construct

music curriculum.

All above shown as guidelines of music curriculum influence to ideas and perform of
music teacher extremely. If guidelines of music curriculum clearly or music trainer who expert

music directly, any problems will be decrease.
6. Learning unit

After time allocation, gather related substance then named of learning unit. Music
teachers named interested and harmonized; someone named from sample in guidelines of art

curriculum.
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Music teachers confidence that they success on expected learning outcomes cause of
knowledge about music literacy, music history, basic principle of music and general of music;
could be arise on third level. Student morality show as generous, on time, responsibility
appropriate on standard of third level.

For music skills; listening, singing, music performance, read and write music notations,
composition could be arise, but time too few, it did not completely and not efficiency.

Student enjoyable may be too difficult, measurement and evaluation continuously all
of knowledge, attitude and technical skill and music performance which appropriate with real
situation and expect of student. But still have somebody were not happy and pleasure because
they expected something over than one that teacher provided or they have progression over than
one. Most of music teacher explore about basic of knowledge and opinion of students before
learning management so construct curriculum were not too difficult for their student. Students

were feeling different.

Outcomes of music curriculum progressive

Musical curriculum in public school emphasized student to be progressive in
knowledge extremely, in order morality and music skill at the last; as shown in table no.1-1
Table no. 1- 1 Compare skill in music curriculum on the National Education Act B.E. 2542

Section 4 Article 23 and 24 (4)

No. Progressive percent
1 Knowledge 46
2 Attitude 33
3 Music skill 21
total 100

5.3 Suggestion for research

Researcher has some suggestions to be applied as below:
1. Use the result of research for decision to develop national music curriculum at B.E.
2552 and later.

2. Lead result of research to study and adapt with third level in public schools for:
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2.1 Preparing people in quantity and music ability of music teacher, knowledge
about music contents and construct music curriculum.
2.2 Preparing to construct music curriculum all processes.
2.3 Preparing learning materials, musical instruments, music resources for
describing in music curriculum distinctly.
2.4 Protecting and problems solving about construct curriculum which factors of
learning managements.
3. Lead result of research to study and adapt in other level institutions
4. Lead result of research to be basic information for others music research
5. Administrator of public schools regards that music education was tools to develop
students progressive about emotions, intelligence, moralities and foundation of learning for basic
for career or advance education; and required time allocate more than one.
6. Music teacher should study around for constructing curriculum, especially learning
substance and music teaching methods for construct music curriculum efficiency that respond to
standards for each grade level learning and music pedagogy that accepted both in country and

international.

5.4 General Suggestions

1. Research to study the construction music curriculum in other province, different
type of education institutions; compare with this result.

2. Research to survey the expectation and appropriate of students, parents and
community about implementation of music curriculum; lead result of research develop music
curriculum to respond to their expectations.

3. Study standards construction music curriculum to lead to stipulate components of
music curriculum appropriately.

4. Ministry of Education should national test in music strands to develop and improve
general music education.

5. Further opinion of administrator of school, students, parent and community should

be important information to be regards.
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